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W Leslie Dennis
(Lance Sergeant)
King’s Royal Rifle Corps 6265

Born: 1888 in Castle Gresley, Derbyshire
Died: 23 October 1914

Commemorated at:
e Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium (Bay 53 Stone T)
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby
e Sileby Cemetery, Sileby, Leicestershire
(Unconsecrated section, Plot B, Grave 78)

William Leslie Dennis was the son of Arthur and Caroline Dennis. He was baptised on
the 20™ September 1888 at Woodville Wesleyan Methodist chapel in Woodville,
Derbyshire. The family lived on the High Street in Castle Gresley, Derbyshire where
Leslie (as he was called) was one of five children. His father Arthur was a mechanical
engineer and fitter, working as a colliery engine wright in 1891. By 1901 the family had
moved to 117 Cossington Road, Sileby after Arthur had gained employment as a
brickyard engine fitter. Leslie, then aged 12, was working part time at a shoe factory. He
later worked as a labourer at one of Wright’s brickyards.

On the 9" January 1905, the 18 year old Leslie enlisted with the King’s Royal Rifle Corps
at Leicester. He had signed up for nine years with the colours and 3 years in reserve. At
that time he was nearly 5 foot 7'z inches in height, had black hair with light brown eyes
and a fresh complexion. The first two years of his service were with the 4th Battalion on
Home Service, where he gained a Good Conduct badge in January 1906. He joined the
2" Battalion in January 1907 and was promoted to Lance Corporal a month later.
Afterwards, between 1907 and 1910 he spent 3 years in India where he received
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another Good Conduct badge. On the 3 June 1911 he was promoted again to Corporal.
In May 1912 he was posted to the 6" Battalion for a short time before re-joining the 2™
Battalion in December that year. Promotion came again in April 1913 when he was
appointed Lance Sergeant, and he extended his service in May 1913 to try and complete
12 years with the colours. An examination at this time shows he was a qualified
mounted infantryman. As a regular soldier he was one of the first sent to fight with the
British Expeditionary Force in 1914, embarking in France on the 13th August of that
year. He died of heart failure caused by heart disease on the 23 October. He was 26

years old and unmarried.

117 Cossington Road, Sileby
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Charles Draycott

(Private)

Leicestershire Regiment 2401,
Leicestershire Regiment 40707

Born: 6" January 1898 at Sileby, Leicestershire
Died: 22" October 1917

Buried at Ypres Reservoir Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium (Plot 1, Row I, Grave 7)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby
e Working Men’s Club, Sileby

Charles Draycott was born on the 6™ January 1898 and baptised 27" February 1898 at
Sileby Parish church. He was the son of Edward Draycott, a stoker and brickyard engine
driver, and Sarah his wife, who were living in a house at 61 Swan Street. Charlie, as he
was known, was one of six surviving children. In 1907 the family moved to 17 Albion
Road. It is here that the family are shown residing in 1911, with Charlie aged 13 working
as a brickyard labourer with his elder brother Frank. By the outbreak of hostilities he
was working at Swan and Preston’s boot and shoe works.

Charlie enlisted into the Leicestershire Regiment at Mountsorrel on the 19™ September
1914. At enlistment he was 17 years, 8 months old and 5 foot 4 inches in height. He
joined the 5" Battalion at home before embarking for France with the 1/5" Battalion on
4" September 1916. He served in the field until reporting unfit due to influenza in early
February 1917. The illness did not abate and he was stood down and returned home on
15t March 1917. At this time he was reposted to the 3" Battalion. Whilst at home he was
admitted to hospital for three weeks with myalgia and bronchitis. On the 8" June that
year he was back at the front with the 11" Battalion of the Leicester’s (with a new
regimental number) fighting as part of the British Expeditionary Force. He died of
wounds received on the 22" October 1917. He was 20 years of age and unmarried.
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The Loughborough Echo of the 14" December 1917 reports,

“Sileby — Official information has been received that Pte. C. Draycott has died of
wounds received in action on October 22™. He enlisted in the Leicestershire Regiment
in September, 1914, and had been in France some 12 months. Prior to the war he was
employed at Messrs. Swan and Preston’s boot and shoe works, Sileby. Pte. C. Draycott
was 20 years of age. His parents reside in Albion Road, and another son is serving in
Mesopotamia.”

17 Albion Road, Sileby
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Francis (Frank) B Eastwood
(Private)

Leicestershire Regiment 2277
Leicestershire Regiment 240482

Born: 20t October 1890 in Leicester
Died: 27t December 1917

Buried at Cambrin Military Cemetery, Cambrin, Pas de Calais, France
(Plotl, Row M, Grave 33)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby

Francis Bertram Eastwood (Frank) was the son of Alfred and Catherine Eastwood, and
was born in Leicester on the 20" October 1890. Frank’s baptism at St Barnabas Church,
New Humberstone, Leicester on the 21t November 1890 notes that his father was a
shoe finisher and that the family lived at 139 Overton Road, Leicester. By 1901 Alfred,
Catherine and their six children were then living at 110 Green Lane Road, Leicester.
Around 1910 the family moved to 184 Barrow Road, Sileby as Alfred had secured the
position of foreman in a local shoe factory. In 1911 Frank was also working in the local
shoe trade as a clicker.

Frank’s war record does not survive and few details remain of his war record except that
he was in the 2"¢/5" Battalion of the Leicestershire Regiment and was awarded the
Military Medal for gallant conduct in January 1917. He was killed in action on the 27"
December 1917 near Cambrin, France. He was 27 years old and unmarried.

The Loughborough Echo of 11™" January 1918 notes the highlights of his military career
in a small obituary,

“information has been received that Private Frank Eastwood, who was awarded the
Military Medal, [w]as killed in France on Dec. 27". He enlisted in August 1914 in the 2/5
Leicesters, and had been in France some three years... [his] Captain speaks in terms of
highest praise of his soldierly qualities and general character. Private Eastwood was
awarded the Military Medal in Jan. 1917 for conspicuous and gallant conduct in action...
[He] was well-known in the district as a vocalist and was largely in demand at concerts
in the district.”

The Sileby Parish Church Magazine of February 1918 adds that,

“he was shot by a sniper, so writes his Captain, to whom his death was a great shock as
they were standing side by side talking.”
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3 Cossmgton Road, Sileby
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Albert Freer

(Private)
Highland Light Infantry 85817

Born: 1886 in Sileby, Leicestershire
Died: 27" September 1914

Buried at Les Gonards Cemetery, Versailles, France (Row |, Grave 21)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby

Albert Freer was born in 1886 the son of John Freer, an engine fitter and Jane his wife.
The family lived on Mount Pleasant, an area of fields and market gardens in the area
around what is now Albion Road and Kendal Road, Sileby. By 1901 they were living at 15
Brook Street where 14 year old Albert is shown to be a cement works labourer, most
probably at Ellis’s works in Barrow parish.

On the 29" May 1903 Albert enlisted with the Highland Light Infantry at Leicester, to
serve 3 years with the Colours and 9 years in reserve. He was 18 years and 1 month old,
was 5 feet 6% tall, had light brown hair, grey eyes and a fair complexion. His papers
suggest that he was already part of a Leicestershire militia regiment before he joined
up. Immediately upon joining the HLI he was taken to Hamilton in Scotland where for
the next year he was posted with both the 1t and 2" Battalions. Between late 1903 and
1907 he served in Egypt, India and “at home’ in Scotland. In 1905 he was permitted to
extend his service to 8 years with the Colours taking his service to at least 1911. On 28"
May 1911 Albert transferred to the Reserve with a glowing report calling him ‘an
excellent man, quite trustworthy.’” During his service he had gained two Good Conduct
badges and had been an Officer’s Servant for 2 years. Whilst at home he married Jessie
May Coupland of Sutton Bridge, Lincolnshire at Sileby Parish Church on the 6" June
1914.
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Any normal married life was put on hold when war was declared, and Albert was
mobilized back into the 2" Battalion of the HLI on the 5™ August 1914. On the 21st
September 1914 he was wounded in action and sent to the Number 4 General Hospital
at Versailles, France where he subsequently died on the 27" September. He was aged

28 and had had been married for less than four months.

The Sileby Parish Church magazine of November 1914 records,

“Chaplain, the Rev. H. W. Fox, has written to the widow a letter in which he states that
Albert Freer was buried at Versailles, and that the funeral was attended by many French

people, who covered the grave with flowers.”

55 Cossington Road, Sileby (cottage on the right)
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John Gamble

(Private)
Leicestershire Regiment 716369

Born: 1883 in Gotham, Nottinghamshire
Died: 15" April 1916

Buried at Amara War Cemetery, Iraq (Plot VI, Row H, Grave 6)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby

John Gamble was born in 1883, the son of Alfred Johnson Gamble, a brickyard and his
wife Elizabeth of Gotham in Nottinghamshire. He was one of nine surviving children
born to the couple. Around 1886 the family moved to Barrow Road, Sileby and Alfred is
listed as a brickyard foreman. The family moved again before 1901, this time to Back
Lane, Sileby, with John also now at work in a brickyard as a labourer. John married Edith
Maria Johnson at Sileby Parish Church on the 16" February 1902. They had set up home
on The Banks and had two surviving children, Wilfred Leonard and Edith by 1911.

John’s war record has not survived. It is known that he enlisted at Loughborough into
the Leicestershire Regiment but no dates are known. He fought in France in 1915 and
was with the 2" Battalion Leicestershire Regiment fighting the Turks in the Persian Gulf
when he was killed near Suwaikeh Marsh, Irag on the 15" April 1916. He was 33 years of
age.
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Leonard Gamble

(Gunner)
Royal Field Artillery 32243

Born: 1894 in Sileby, Leicestershire
Died: 18" September 1917

Buried at Locre Hospice Cemetery, Heuvelland, Belgium (Plot 2, Row B, Grave 10)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby
e Working Men’s Club, Sileby

Leonard Gamble is the younger brother of John Gamble, and son to Alfred and Elizabeth
Gamble. He was born in Sileby in 1894 and lived at the family home until his enlistment.
In 1911 he was an apprentice sewer in the shoe trade and listed himself as a shoemaker
in his 1914 enlistment papers.

Leonard enlisted with the Leicestershire Regiment at Leicester on the 1% September
1914. He was 20 years of age and 5 feet 7 inches tall with brown hair and brown eyes.
Initially he was posted to the 7" Battalion at Aldershot but was discharged unfit on the
9" October. The doctors recorded that Leonard had double Talipes, or two club feet.
He’d had an operation to rectify the problem previously but it was still enough to
pronounce him medically unfit. He enlisted again probably in 1915, this time with the
Royal Field Artillery. It was recorded that he was in France from the 29" July 1915, and
although details are sketchy, he was with the 65" Howitzer Battery at his death in
September 1917.

The Melton Mowbray Times of the 19th October 1917 records,

“Intimation has been received of the death in action in France, on September 18, of
Gunner Leonard Gamble, of the Royal Field Artillery. Aged 23 years, Gunner Gamble
previously lived with a brother at Sileby, who has also been killed in action, and worked
at Messrs. Walker, Kempson and Stevens’ factory in that village. His brother, Mr D.
Gamble, lives at 113, Wolverton Road, Leicester.”
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46 Cemetery Road, Sileby
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Reuben F Gamble

(Private)
Leicestershire Regiment 18249

Born: 1888 in Countesthorpe, Leicestershire
Died: 14" July 1916

Commemorated at:
e Thiepval Memorial, Picardy, France (Pier and Face 2 Cand 3 A)
e St Andrews Churchyard Memorial, Countesthorpe
e Countesthorpe Methodist Church Memorial, Countesthorpe
e Corah Works Memorial, St Margaret’s Churchyard, Leicester
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby
e Working Men’s Club, Sileby

Reuben Flude Gamble was baptised at Countesthorpe Parish Church on the 16%"
December 1888 and was probably born earlier that year. He was the son of William
Henry Gamble, a framework knitter, and Mary Rebecca his wife and lived in
Countesthorpe village. The family briefly moved to Leicester around 1890 before
moving back to Countesthorpe again about 1895. Reuben was one of 9 children born to
William and Mary, many of whom worked within the family unit becoming framework
knitters at home. In 1911 the family was living at Cow Lane, Countesthorpe with William
now a Bag Hosier the head, with his four adult children, including Reuben and his
younger brother William, knitting stockings at home. Around 1914 the family moved to
43 Albion Road, Sileby.

Reuben’s war record does not survive. All that is known is that he enlisted at Leicester,

and entered the war on the 10" October 1915. He was with the 9" Battalion, Leicester
Regiment when he was killed in July 1916.
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43 Albion Road, Sileby
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William A Gamble

(Corporal)
Leicestershire Regiment 2266

Born: 1896 at Countesthorpe, Leicestershire
Died: 7' December 1916

Buried at Bienvillers Military Cemetery, Bienvillers-au-Bois, France (Plot 3, Row C,
Grave 9)

Commemorated at:
e St Andrews Churchyard Memorial, Countesthorpe
e Countesthorpe Methodist Church Memorial, Countesthorpe
e Corah Works Memorial, St Margaret’s Churchyard, Leicester
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby
e Working Men’s Club, Sileby

William Armston Gamble was the younger brother of Reuben Gamble. His parents
William and Mary Gamble baptised both he and his sister Lucy at Countesthorpe Parish
Church on the 20™ August 1899, although he was born and registered in 1896. He
became a stocking knitter in the family tradition and moved to Sileby with them about
1914.

William joined the Leicestershire Regiment on the 10" August 1914. He was 18 years
and 8 months old, and 5 feet 734 inches in height. He was posted to the 1/4" Battalion
and embarked for France on the 15t March 1915. On the 13" October 1915 he sustained
a gunshot wound to his right arm and was transferred to the 16" General Hospital at Le
Treport, where he would spend the next month recuperating. He re-joined his unit in the
field on the 24" November and was promoted to Lance Corporal in early March 1916.
On the 10th July he was promoted to Corporal. The Military Medal was awarded to him
for bravery in the field on the 11th November 1916; for holding a shell crater under
heavy enemy fire (in July 1916?). However, less than a month later on the 7™ December
1916, he was killed in action at Bienvillers.
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The Loughborough Echo reported William’s exploits in an obituary published on the
15th December 1916,

“Information has been received that Corpl W. Gamble has been killed in action on
December 7. The news is conveyed in a letter from the adjutant of the battalion. He
enlisted in the Leicesters at the outbreak of the war and has been in France since
February 1915. He was well known in the village and was associated as an active
member with the Excelsior football club. He was awarded the Military Medal for bravery
in holding a shell crater with his company against a superior force and received this
honour in July last. Corpl Gamble lost a brother in the present war.... Much sympathy is
felt for his parents, who have thus been doubly bereaved. He was 20 years of age and
resided in Albion Road, Sileby.”
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R Albert Harriman
(Private)

Leicestershire Regiment 4909
Leicestershire Regiment 241838

Born: 1896 at Sileby, Leicestershire
Died: 15t October 1917

Buried at Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, Belgium (Plot XX, Row C, Grave 3)

Commemorated at:
o Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby

Rowland Albert Harriman was born at Sileby in 1896 the son of John Henry and Emma
Harriman. He was the youngest of six children (3 sons and 3 daughters). His father John
was an agricultural worker and the family lived at 215 Ratcliffe Road. In 1911 Albert, as
he liked to be known, was 14 years and working at Willett’s boot factory as a riveter. His
father died shortly after he joined up in March 1915 and his widowed mother went to
live at 86 The Banks.

When Albert enlisted he called himself ‘Albert Rowland’ and all the existing military
records refer to him this way. His army papers and associated records do not survive,
although it is known that he joined the Leicestershire Regiment at Loughborough in
January 1915. He died at the 3" Canadian Casualty Clearing station at Remy in France
on the 1%t October 1917 after receiving gunshot wounds to the head whilst serving for
the 2"/5t™ Battalion. He was 21 years of age and unmarried.

86 The Banks, Sileby (bottom left - building with one upstairs window behind the shop)
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Ernest Holland

(Acting Sergeant)
Leicestershire Regiment 16367

Born: 8" June 1884 at Sileby, Leicestershire
Died: 14" July 1916

Buried at: Flatiron Copse Cemetery, Mametz, France (Plot XI, Row B, Grave 8)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby
e Working Men’s Club, Sileby

Ernest Holland was the eldest surviving son of twelve children born to Joseph and
Hannah Holland. He was born on the 8th June 1884 and was baptised at Sileby Parish
Church on the 31st August 1884. His father was a framework knitter and lived in a
cottage on Cossington Road near to where the Green Place stands today. In 1910 the
family had moved to 56 Swan Street. Ernest was initially employed as a brickyard
labourer but the 1911 census proclaims him as a brickmaker.

Ernest’s war record has not survived, and details are difficult to ascertain. He enlisted
with the Leicester Regiment probably near the outset of the war. He entered the war in
France on the 9" September 1915. His promotion was swift, reaching acting Sergeant
by the time of his death ten months later. He was killed in action near Mametz Wood at
the Somme fighting for the 9™ Battalion on the 14" July 1916. He was 32 years old and
unmarried.
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Ernest Hollings

(Private)
Leicestershire Regiment 7439

Born: 1886 at Wanlip, Leicestershire
Died: 19" November 1914

Buried at Y Farm Military Cemetery, Bois-Grenier, France (Plot I, Row E, Grave 63)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby

Ernest Hollings was born at Wanlip, Leicestershire in 1886 and baptised at Wanlip
Parish Church on the 5" November that year. He was one of eight surviving children of
George Holland, a farm waggoner, and Elizabeth his wife. His father George picked up
work wherever he could and the family relocated many times due to this. In 1891
George was listed as a quarryman and the family had moved to Mountsorrel, but by
1901 the family were at White Lodge Farmhouse in Cossington with George working as
a waggoner again. Young Ernest was working on the farm as a plough driver. By the 1911
census the family were at 18 Back Lane, Sileby, but Ernest had enlisted in the army by
then.

Ernest attested with the Leicestershire Regiment on 15" August 1904 giving his age as
18 years and 11 months. He was 5 foot 6 inches tall with light brown hair and light blue
eyes. His service was to be 3 years with the Colours and 9 years in reserve, but he
extended his service to 9 years in the Colours in 1906. Much of his early service was at
home bases including a stint at the Tower of London. He also saw action in India from
1906 until at least 1911.The 1911 census shows Ernest with the 2" Battalion in
barracks at Fort St George, Madras. Upon the commencement of the war Ernest was
one of the first into battle being in a regular army unit. He was killed in action fighting in
the 1°t Battalion on the 19" November 1914.

The Melton Mowbray Mercury of the 10" December 1914 reports,

“Private Hollings, 1° Leicestershire Regiment, has been unofficially reported killed. His
parents are unable to obtain any information concerning him, and have not heard from
him for five weeks.”
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Terraced housing (middle left) on Back Lane, Sileby
now occupied by buildings of Dudley Court
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Mark W Holmes

(Private)
Leicestershire Regiment 5504

Born: 1879 at Cossington, Leicestershire
Died: 26th January 1917

Buried at Vermelles British Cemetery, Vermelles, France (PlotV, Row D, Grave 22)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby

Mark William Holmes was born in 1879 and baptised at Cossington Parish Church on
the 27" July 1879. He was the son of Thomas, a farm labourer, and Mary his wife, and
one of at least seven children. By 1891 the family had moved to Back Lane, Sileby.
About 1900 he had enlisted with the Leicestershire Regiment, fighting in the South
African campaign of 1901-2 with the 1°* Battalion. Mark later served in India before going
into the army reserve. On 7th December 1907 he married Sarah Aldridge at Sileby
Parish Church, where his occupation was then listed as a quarryman. At the 1911
census the couple were living at 21 Cossington Road along with their son, also hamed
Mark William. Mark was working as a labourer at Sharpe’s Brewery at the time but by
1914 was employed as a shoe hand.

At the outbreak of the war Mark was called up from reserve and was sent to France with
his old regiment, the 1°* Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment. His service details have not
survived, but it is known that he died on the 26" January 1917 from wounds that he’d
received in action.

The Leicester Mercury of the 9" March 1917 reports,

“Mark Homes (39) of the Leicester’s, has died of wounds received in action on Jan.
26th. He was in the reserve when war broke out, having served 17 years in the Army. He
leaves a widow and three children who reside in High Street, Sileby. Pte. Homes went
through the South African campaign with the 1st Leicester’s, and had been through
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many engagements in the present war without mishap until he met with the wounds
which proved fatal. Previous to joining up he was employed at Messrs. Walker Kempson
and Steven, Sileby.”
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Edgar Hubbard

(Private)

Norfolk Regiment 30870
Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) G/66023

Born: 1898 at South Wigston, Leicester
Died: 11t October 1917

Buried at Mendinghem Military Cemetery, near Proven, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium
(Plot VII, Row C, Grave 47)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby

Edgar Hubbard was born at South Wigston, Leicester in 1898, the son of William Urban
Hubbard and Jemima (nee Root). His parents had married the same year. Before these
events, his father William had enlisted with the Leicestershire Regiment on the 14
January 1898 for 7 years with the Colours and 5 in reserve. Therefore, Edgar’s early life
was spent without his father in attendance, and in 1901 he was living at his uncle’s
house with his mother at 25 Garden Street, South Wigston. When William returned from
active service the family moved to 36 Barrow Road, Sileby (about 1908) and he was
employed as a village postman. By 1911 the twelve year old Edgar was living there with
his younger sister Dorothy, and he was working part time as a grocer’s errand boy. In
1914 he was employed at Ellis’s works in Barrow upon Soar. The family later moved to
what is now 37 Barrow Road after 1915.

Edgar’s army papers have not survived so some details are unknown. However other
records show that he had enlisted at Leicester in 1915 and entered the ‘theatre of war’
on the 20" May 1917 serving with the Norfolk Regiment. Within a month he had been
posted to the 2" Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (on 15" June). He died on the 11" October
1917 from wounds received in action. He was 19 years of age and unmarried.

The November 1917 edition of Sileby Parish Church Magazine records,

”Pte. Edgar Hubbard, Royal Fusiliers, aged 19, was admitted to Hospital on Oct 10%™
with shell wounds which necessitated an operation from which he did not recover... (He
was a member) of the Church and attended the Young Men’s Bible Class.”
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37 Barrow Road, Sileby (formerly number 27)
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Joseph Hubbard

(Able Seaman)
Royal Navy SS/4578

Born: 3 October 1895 at Sileby, Leicestershire
Died: 315t October 1918

Buried at Taranto Town Cemetery Extension, Taranto, Italy (Plot IV, Row A, Grave 1)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby

Joseph Hubbard (Joe) was the son of William and Frances Hubbard, one of five surviving
children to the couple. He was born in Sileby on the 3 October 1895 and baptised at
Sileby Parish Church a few weeks later on the 27" October. His father gave his
occupation as an engine driver although subsequent census returns list him as an
agricultural labourer. At Joe’s birth the family lived at 178 Barrow Road. Joe followed his
father’s occupation and was recorded as a labourer in 1911, but later in 1914 as a shoe
hand.

Joe enlisted into the Royal Navy at Portsmouth on the 5™ January 1914. He measured 5
foot 2%z inches high, with auburn hair and blueish grey eyes with a pale complexion. He
was an Ordinary Seaman. Initially he trained on the Victory | until he was posted to the
battleship HMS Duncan on 15" March 1914. On the 4" June 1914 he was transferred to
HMS Queen, another battleship, where he was to remain for the rest of the war.

Promotion followed on the 4™ July 1914 when he became Able Seaman. HMS Queen
saw action in the North Sea, the Dardanelles campaign and the Adriatic Sea before
being sent to her new base with the British fleet at Taranto, Italy on the 27" May 1915. In
late 1916 the battleship was refitted at Taranto and she was to become a depot ship.
Joe continued there as part of a ‘care and maintenance’ crew. He tragically died at
Taranto Hospital in October 1918 probably after contracting the ‘Spanish Flu’. This
developed into lobar pneumonia and he suffered cardiac failure as a result. He was 24
years old and unmarried.

i\;\

Joseph Hubbard : ‘Belonglngs Box
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Name plaque on his box

178 Barrow Road, Sileby in 2011

www.SilebyHistory.com ©Eric Wheeler 2024




Page |26

William Hubbard

(Private)
Leicestershire Regiment 8018

Born: 1890 at Barnston near Langar, Nottinghamshire
Died: 21t February 1915

Commemorated at:
o Ploegsteert Memorial, Berks Cemetery Extension, Hainault, Belgium (Panel 4)
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby
e Working Men’s Club, Sileby

William Hubbard was the elder brother of Joseph Hubbard (above) and was born in
1890 at Barnston near Langar in Nottinghamshire. At that time, his parents William and
Frances were living at Langar, having only moved there from Sileby in the previous year
or so. William senior was employed as a labourer. By the mid-1890s the family had
returned to Sileby, living at 178 Barrow Road.

William enlisted at Leicester as a regular soldier with the Leicestershire Regiment on
the 17" October 1906. He had signed for 7 years with the Colours and 5 in Reserve. At
enlistment he was 5 foot 3% inches high, with light brown hair, grey eyes and with a
fresh complexion. His joining papers revealed the he was previously employed as a
shoehand. On the 2" February 1907 he joined the 15t Battalion of the Leicesters. During
his service William had been stationed at Shorncliffe Camp, Kent until 1910 and then at
Aldershot until his discharge to the Reserve on the 25" May 1912. At Shorncliffe he had
tried out for mounted infantry duties but was found unsuitable. He was later trained and
assigned to regimental transport duties. At the outbreak of hostilities William was re-
mobilized on the 5" August 1914 and he re-joined the 1°* Battalion. His unit had
disembarked in France on the 9" of September. He was killed in action near
Armentieres, France on the 21°* February 1915. He was 25 years old and unmarried.
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The Loughborough Echo of the 5" March 1915 records William’s death,

“Private W. Hubbard, of the 1% Leicesters, was killed in action in France on February
21, The unfortunate fellow was shot through the neck, and fell at the feet of another
Sileby man, Private Percy Yates. Private Hubbard was a reservist when the war broke
out, having been left his regiment about a year at that time. He was employed at
Messrs. Hunt’s of Rothley, and was 25 years of age.”
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John Francis (Frank) Johnson

(Private)
Leicestershire Regiment 3261

Born: 1891 at Sileby, Leicestershire
Died: 14t October 1915

Buried at Sileby Cemetery, Sileby, Leicestershire
(Unconsecrated section, Plot C, Grave 227)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby
e Working Men’s Club, Sileby

John Francis Johnson, more widely known as Francis or Frank Johnson, was born at
Sileby in 1891. He was the youngest son of five children born to John Thomas Johnson
(known as Tom!), a boot factory foreman and Anna his wife. The family came from
Leicester and had moved to Sileby just before Francis’s birth. Initially the family lived in
a cottage on Back Lane but by 1909 they were living at 13 Swan Street. Francis had
followed his father into the shoe trade and was listed as a shoe pressman in the 1911
census.

Francis Johnson enlisted for war service at Mountsorrel on the 11th November 1914. He
signed for 4 years with the Territorial Force and was assigned to the 5" Reserve
Battalion of the Leicestershire Regiment. At that time he was 23 years and 3 months old
and 5 foot 3 inches in height. After an initial spell at home the 5" (Territorial) Battalion
went into action on the 29" June 1915. Francis received serious gunshot wounds to the
head and hand in operations near to Hooge in Belgium on the 23 September 1915. He
was transferred to King George’s Hospital in London on the 5th October 1915 but his
brain injury was too severe to operate upon. He died at 4.25am on the 14™ October
2015. His father reclaimed his body for a burial at Sileby. He was 24 years old and
unmarried.

The solemn occasion of his village military funeral was marked in the Loughborough
Echo of 22" October 1915,

“The funeral of Pte. Frank Johnson... took place in the Cemetery on Monday afternoon.
The body was conveyed to the residence of his friends on Saturday last, and on Monday
the interment took place. The Rev H. E. Bennett, of Syston, conducted the religious
portion of the ceremony. The body was conveyed to the Wesleyan chapel, and all along
the road from the home of the deceased to the chapel was lined with sympathisers, and
at the chapel a large crowd assembled, many being unable to gain admittance. The
factories were all closed to give the workpeople an opportunity of witnessing the
funeral. The body was accompanied by representatives from deceased’s regiment, and
a firing party of 26 and buglers, the coffin being covered with the Union Jack. Blinds
were drawn at many residences, and tokens of respect were shown on every hand. The
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firing party fired the usual volleys over the grave, and the buglers sounded the Last Post.
Pte. Johnson... was the son of Mr Thomas Johnson, of Sileby... He was formerly
employed with Messrs Crick and Co., of Sileby... (He) was highly respected in the
village.”

Frank Johnson : Gravestone in Sileby Cemetery
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Ernest Keeling

(Lance Corporal)
Northumberland Fusiliers 75136

Born: 1882 at Sileby, Leicestershire
Died: 30" July 1918

Buried at Varennes Military Cemetery, Somme, France (Plot lll. Row C, Grave 18)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby
e Working Men’s Club, Sileby

Ernest Keeling was the son of Richard and Ann Keeling of Sileby. He was born at Sileby
in 1882 and was one of at least seven children born to the couple. The family lived at
various addresses in the village and are recorded occupying houses in King Street, Back
Lane and Brook Street. His father Richard was a plumber and painter and Ernest
followed this trade being listed as a painter and house decorator. He married Polly
Taylor at Sileby on the 4™ June 1906 and they set up home together at 12 Barrow Road.
They had at least four children; Annie, Vincent Ernest, Clara and Ethel Gertrude.

Very little is known about Ernest’s war record including the date of his enlistment,
although it was at Leicester when he did so. It is not known when he joined the 25th
Battalion of Northumberland Fusiliers nor when he was promoted to Lance Corporal.
He was later attached to the 12th/13" Battalion. It was with the latter battalion that he
was wounded and later died from his wounds on the 30" July 1918.

e

12 Barrow Road, Sileby
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Cornelius Kidger
(Private)
Prince of Wales’s Own (West Yorkshire Regiment) 72914

Born: 1896 at Sileby, Leicestershire
Died: 1%t July 1916

Buried at Fricourt New Military Cemetery, Fricourt, France (Plot |, Row C, Grave 17)

Commemorated at:
e Morley War Memorial, Morley, Leeds, Yorkshire
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby

Cornelius Kidger, or ‘Neil’ as he was known, was born at Sileby in 1896, the eldest son
of Bernard and Kate Kidger. His parents had been married at St Margarets Church,
Leicester on the 6™ August 1894, his father’s recorded occupation being a (boot and
shoe) riveter. In 1901 Neil was residing with his grandparents John and Julia Kidger at
Sileby, whilst his own parents had been living and working in Leeds, Yorkshire for about
ayear. This state of affairs continued, with Neil stillin Sileby and his other siblings living
with their parents at Morley in Yorkshire at the 1911 census. It is unsure why this
occurred. In all, Bernard and Kate had twelve children. By 1914 Neil had moved to be
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with his parents and was working at Rod’s Mill, Morley near Leeds at the outbreak of the
war.

Neil’s war papers have not survived. Therefore the dates of his service and the details of
his movements are not known. What is known is that having signed his enlistment
papers at Leeds he later joined the 10" Battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment. He
disembarked in France on the 30" July 1915. He was killed in action, ‘instantaneously’
on the first day of the Battle of the Somme on the 1%t July 1916. He was aged 20 and
unmarried.

Commemorative Stone for ‘C Kidger’ at Fricourt New Military Cemetery, France
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Charles Ernest Kidger

(Private)
Leicestershire Regiment 9767

Born: 1893 at Sileby, Leicestershire
Died: 22" February 1915

Buried at La Touret Military Cemetery, Richebourg, Pas-de-Calais, France
(Plotl, Row G, Grave 7)

Commemorated at:
o Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby

Charles Ernest Kidger, (or plain Ernest in the records) was born at Sileby in 1893. He
was the son of Charles and Phoebe Kidger, and was one of 11 children born to them.
His father was a framework knitter and was recorded as a glove maker at Ernest’s birth.
By the time of the 1911census he was listed as a general labourer. Charles also had a
spell with the Leicestershire Militia in the 1870s. The family lived at Back Lane and then
about 1904 had moved to 20 King Street. Upon leaving school Ernest worked in the boot
trade as a pressman at a shoe factory.

Ernest’s war record has not survived. The date at which he enlisted at Mountsorrel is
not known, but he must have been one of the first in the village to do so as he was in
action by the end of 1914. He had joined the Leicestershire Regiment and he was
probably with the 2" Battalion when he disembarked in France on the 13" December
1914. He was killed in action on the 22" February 1915 near Richebourg-L’avoue,
France. He was 21 and unmarried.

King Street, Sileby (undated)
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Arthur King

(Private)

Leicestershire Regiment 22886
King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 46676

Born: 1874 at South Newington, Oxfordshire
Died: 8" October 1917

Buried at Sileby Cemetery, Sileby, Leicestershire
(Consecrated section, Plot C, Grave 199)

Commemorated at:
e Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby
e St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby

Arthur King was the son of Richard and Annie King and was born in 1874 at South
Newington, near Banbury in Oxfordshire. His father was an agricultural labourer and by
1891 Arthur himself was recorded as a farm servant at a farm in Plumtree near
Nottingham. Shortly afterwards he procured a position as a miller and settled at
Ratcliffe on the Wreake. It was here that Arthur married Annie Matthews on 12"
September 1892. They moved to a cottage at Cossington Road, Sileby about 1900 by
which time he was listed as a maltster, probably at Sharpe’s Brewery. The family moved
again, this time to 28 Seagrave Road about 1906. Arthur, Annie and their six children:
Emma Elizabeth, John Harold, Frances Victoria, Ivy Margaret, Florence May and Celia
Ada, are shown living here in the 1911 census. Arthur had changed occupation again,
this time listed as a bricklayer’s labourer. However, Annie died aged 41 in 1913 and was
buried at the cemetery in the same plot as their infant daughter Florence, who had died
in 1900.

Arthur’s service papers have not survived. He was about 40 years of age at the outbreak
of the war. He enlisted at Loughborough probably into the Leicestershire Regiment but
the exact details are unknown. He was transferred to the 14" Battalion of the King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. This was a home service battalion based at Bedford
before it moved to Ipswich in January 1917. Arthur died as a result of an accident at
Foxhall Heath Camp, Ipswich on 8™ October 1917. His body was returned to Sileby for
burial. He was laid to rest near to the plot where his wife and daughter lies, and he was
joined by his daughter lvy after her death and burial there in 1920.

Sileby Parish Church Magazine of November 1917 reports,

“Pte. Arthur King, who had seen active service, died from an accident received while on
duty at Foxhall Heath. He was buried on Oct. 14" with military honours, a salute being
fired over the grave, and the “Last Post” sounded by a party from Glen Parva
[barracks].”
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