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Wilfred John Walker 
 (Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 27162 
 

 
 

Born: 1892 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 18th June 1917 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Croisilles British Cemetery, Croisilles, Pas de Calais, France  
(Special Memorial [Headstone] 1) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

 
Wilfred John Walker was born at Sileby in 1897. His parents were Arthur Walker, a 
bricklayer, and his wife Florence of 98 Barrow Road, Sileby. Wilfred was baptised at the 
Parish Church on the 21st November 1897 and was the eldest of at least 8 children born 
to the couple. After leaving school, he was employed by Corah and Son of 
Loughborough as a joiner. 
 
At the outset of hostilities Wilfred was too young to join up although he was known to 
have tried and been refused. He eventually started the enlistment process around his 
18th birthday on the 16th November 1915 at Loughborough. On the 5th April 1916 he was 
posted to the 12th (Reserve) Battalion of the Leicestershire Regiment at Leicester. He 
was 5 feet 8½ inches in height and weighed 128 lbs (58 kgs) according to his medical 
record. His unit disembarked in France on the 13th July 1916 and on the 2nd August 1916 
he was attached to the 6th Battalion and immediately joined them in the field. He was 
killed whilst fighting with ‘A’ Company, 6th Battalion near Croisilles on the 18th June 
1917.  He was aged 19 years old and unmarried. 
 
The Leicester Daily Post published a brief obituary on the 13th July 1917,  
“Mr and Mrs Arthur Walker, Sileby, have received official notification of the death in 
action of their eldest son, Pte. Wilfred John Walker, Leicestershire Regiment. Private 
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Walker was an old member of the Sileby V.T.C. (Volunteer Training Corps), and had 
spent fifteen months in the Army, twelve of which had been spent at the front. He was 
educated at the Sileby C.E. and the Barrow Grammar Schools, and for many years was 
a member of the choir of Sileby Parish Church. He was 19 years of age.”    
 

 
For more details about Wilfred see David F. Betts excellent book, “The Leicestershire 
Regiment in the First World War: Letters from a Sileby Soldier on the Western Front” 
(2015) 
 
 
 

 

 
98 Barrow Road, Sileby 
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Louis Henry Walters 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 22943 
 

 
(Photograph courtesy of the Walters family and Mountsorrel Heritage Group) 

 
Born: 29th July 1895 at Mountsorrel, Leicestershire 

Died: 22nd February 1917 
 

Commemorated at: 
• Basra Memorial, Basra, Iraq (Panel 12) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
Louis Henry (or Lewis Henry) Walters was born at Mountsorrel on the 29th July 1895. He 
was one of at least 6 children born to Thomas Walters, a Mountsorrel shoe riveter and 
Eliza his wife, and lived on The Green in the village. Eliza died in 1900 aged 36 years, and 
Thomas was left to raise his 6 children. Thomas remarried to Eliza Hunt in 1904 and 
almost at once started a family. On 22nd October 1905 Louis and some of his siblings 
from his father’s first marriage; Charles Frederick, Louis, William and Ivy, were baptised 
at St Peters Mountsorrel. Thomas Frederick, the first son of Thomas and step mother 
Eliza was also baptised on the same day. By 1911 the couple had 4 children (one other 
had died) and were living as a family unit with Louis, William and Ivy at Preston Yard, 
Mountsorrel. Around 1914 the family moved to 15 Avenue Road in Sileby. 
 
Louis joined up on a short service attestation (for the duration of the war) on the 15th 
November 1915. He went into the reserve with the 10th (Reserve) Battalion of the 
Leicestershire Regiment. At that time he measured 5 foot 3 inches in height and 107 lbs 
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(48.5 kgs). When he fully mobilised (date unknown), he had been posted with the 2nd 
Battalion. On the 14th May 1916 Louis and his companions departed from Devonport 
dockyard aboard the Llandovery Castle for the month long voyage to Iraq. They 
disembarked at Basra on the 13th June and the Battalion made preparations for the 
Mesopotamian campaign. Almost at once the conditions became an issue and Louis 
was treated for the effects of heat on the 29th July. On the 13th September 1916 he joined 
the main body of his unit in the field fighting the Turkish forces there. He was killed in 
action on the 22nd February 1917. He was unmarried and only 21 years of age. 
 
The Leicester Mercury of the 7th March 1917 reported,  
“Official information has been received that Pte. Louis Henry Walters, of Sileby, was 
killed in action on Feb. 22, in the Persian Gulf. He enlisted in November 1915. He was 
21 years of age, and previous to enlisting was employed at Messrs. Crick’s, shoe 
manufacturers, Sileby. He was on the committee of the Sileby Victoria Football Club, 
and took great interest in the sport generally. An elder brother is serving in the Marines. 
The parents reside in the Avenue, Cemetery Road, Leicester.”   
 

 
Walters family baptisms 1905 – Mountsorrel St Peters Parish Register 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 Avenue Road, Sileby 
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George Samuel Ward 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 18292 
Northamptonshire Regiment 5217 

Northamptonshire Regiment 201389 
 

Born: 17th April 1892 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 19th April 1917 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Jerusalem Memorial, Jerusalem British War Cemetery, Mount Scopus, Israel 
(Panel 40) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
George Samuel Ward was born at Sileby on the 17th April 1892 and was baptised the 25th 
July 1897 at Sileby Parish church. His parents were John William and Jane Ward, who 
lived with their 6 children at The Rookery just off Brook Street in 1901. John William was 
a shoe riveter and George Samuel had followed him into the trade, being listed as a 
shoe finisher in 1911. In 1910 George married Beatrice Betts and set up home together, 
most probably at 12 Albion Road. They had 2 children; Gladys Evelyn, born 1911 and 
Ada G., born 1913. Shortly after 1915 Beatrice and the children moved to 34 Carts Yard, 
off Barrow Road. 
 
Very little is known about George’s war service except that he had enlisted at 
Loughborough at an unknown date. He had joined the Leicestershire Regiment but later 
was posted to the 1st/4th Northamptonshire Regiment. On the 19th April 1917 he was 
reported ‘Missing in Action’ most probably whilst fighting the Ottoman army near Gaza. 
He was later pronounced Killed in Action. He had just celebrated his 25th birthday and 
left a wife and 2 children.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

34 Barrow Road, Sileby 
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Thomas Ward 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 3272 
Leicestershire Regiment 241070 

 
Born: 2nd May 1895 at Sileby, Leicestershire 

Died: 24th September 1918 
 

Buried at Cerisy-Gailly Military Cemetery, Cerisy, Somme, France  
(Plot III, Row H, Grave 2) 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
Thomas Ward was born at Sileby on the 2nd May 1895 and he was baptised at Sileby 
Parish church a month later on the 2nd June. He was one of 9 children born to John 
Edward Ward, a framework knitter producing gloves, and (Mary) Elizabeth his wife. 
Initially the family lived on Cossington Road, but in 1901 Thomas and his elder brother 
John were living with their grandparents and cousin at a house on The Banks. The family 
were later reunited and were living at 64 Cemetery Road by about 1910. In 1911 
Thomas, then aged 15, was listed as working in the press room of a shoe factory.  
 
Thomas Ward’s war record has not survived. He had enlisted at Leicester possibly in 
the Summer/Autumn of 1914, and had disembarked in France on the 30th June 1915. He 
was with the Leicestershire Regiment but it is not known whether he had been posted 
with the 1st/4th Battalion (with whom he was recorded as serving with upon his death). 
He was awarded the prestigious Military Medal for gallantry in the field during 
operations on the 4th May 1918. 
  
Despite his brave actions, he was killed whilst fighting at Pontruets, France on the 24th 
September 1918. He was 23 years old and unmarried. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

64 Cemetery Road, Sileby 
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George William Watson 
(Rifleman) 

Kings Royal Rifles C/853 
 

Born: 1895 at Lubenham, Leicestershire 
Died: 15th July 1916 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Thiepval Memorial, Thiepval, Somme, France (Pier and Face 13 A and 13 B) 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
 
George William Watson was born in 1895 at Lubenham, south Leicestershire and was 
baptised at All Saints Parish church there on the 6th October 1895. He was the son of 
Charles William Watson, a labourer, and Catherine his wife. He was the eldest surviving 
child of the couple; they tragically lost 5 of the ten children that were born to them. The 
family moved to Sileby about 1900, and lived in a remote house at Highfields, an area of 
market gardens near what is now the end of Albion Road, Kendal Road and Butler’s 
Lane. In 1901 Charles was listed as a Fruit grower here and was living with his wife 
Catherine, children George and Wilhelmina, and a visitor, Estella Vardy, a teacher of 
music. By 1908 the family had moved to 51 Hughenden Drive, Aylestone, Leicester. The 
1911 census shows Georgie William as he was called, living there with his parents and 
his 4 other sisters. He was listed as a Tailor’s Assistant but was later working as a 
hosiery warehouseman by 1914. 
 
George William enlisted at Leicester on the 29th September 1914. He joined the Kings 
Royal Rifles and on the 14th October 1914 he was posted to the 16th Battalion at 
Denham, Buckinghamshire as a rifleman. He was 5 foot 9½ inches in height and 125 lbs 
(56.7 kgs) in weight, with dark brown hair, grey eyes and a fresh complexion. His 
battalion was on Home Service until November 1915 and on the 15th October 1915 
George was sanctioned for being improperly dressed on parade. On the 15th November 
1915 his battalion embarked for France. His army record is short, and records that he 
forfeited 28 days pay and service for ‘Leaving (his) Sniping Post before being relieved’ 
whilst serving with C company on the 15th June 1916. Exactly a month later on the 15th 
July he was reported missing, later changed to killed in action during the Somme 
Offensive. He was 21 years of age and unmarried. He is listed as ‘W Watson’ on Sileby’s 
war memorial. 
 

 
George William Watson – Baptism entry in Lubenham Parish Register 1895 
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John William Wells 
(Lance Corporal) 

Leicestershire Regiment 16368 
 

Born: 1891 at Mountsorrel, Leicestershire 
Died: 6th April 1916 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Basra Memorial, Basra, Iraq (Panel 12) 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
John William Wells was born at Mountsorrel in 1891, the eldest child of John Thomas 
Wells and Sarah Jane his wife. By 1894 the family had moved to Sileby where John 
Thomas was employed at the brickworks as a labourer. In 1901 they are listed living on 
Back Lane. His mother Sarah Jane was buried at Sileby Cemetery, aged 38, on the 11th 
July 1906. It is assumed that his father John Thomas had also died as no record of him 
survives after 1901. After this event the family was divided: John William was living with 
‘relative’ Joseph Holland at 56 Swan Street at the 1911 census, whilst his brothers 
Herbert and Harold were living with Joseph Widdowson on Back Lane. His sister Eva 
May was living with their grandfather William Hunt at Mountsorrel. John William was 
working as a tile maker at the brickworks. 
 
John William’s war papers have not survived, but he must have enlisted with the 
Leicestershire Regiment at Mountsorrel in late 1914 as he had disembarked in France 
on the 3rd June 1915. He was posted to D Company of the 2nd Battalion on the 3rd July 
and was later promoted to unpaid Lance Corporal on the 30th September. The battalion 
was posted to Basra, Iraq as part of the Indian Corps in December 1915. One of its first 
operations was to relieve a British force that had been besieged by a Turkish army at 
Kut-al-Armara. These operations were largely unsuccessful and by April 1916 the 
situation at Kut became critical. John William was killed on the 6th April 1916 as part of 
the 2nd Battalion’s failed all-out assault on the Turkish position at Sannaiyat. Kut 
eventually fell into Turkish hands later that month, and was heralded one of the largest 
disasters ever to befall the Leicester Regiment. He was aged 25 years and unmarried.      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

56 Swan Street, Sileby 
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Arthur Graham Weston  
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 28210 
Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) 351930 

 

 
 

Born: 1891 at Leicester, Leicestershire 
Died: 21st April 1917 

 
Buried at Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France (Plot XIX, Row F, Grave 6) 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

 
Arthur Graham (A. G.) Weston was born at Leicester in 1891, the son of John James 
Weston, a shoe clicker and Ellen his wife. He was one of at least four children in the 
family and they were living at 41 Skipworth Street, Leicester at his birth. The Weston’s 
had moved to 32 Back Lane (Manor Terrace) in Sileby before 1901. His father John 
James died in 1907 aged 58. By 1911 Ellen and her 3 adult children; Florence, Arthur 
and Nellie are shown living together on Back Lane. At this time Arthur was 19 and 
working in the shoe trade. In late 1916 he married Clara Porter and they set up a home 
together at 16 Cemetery Road. 
 
Arthur’s service record has not survived and even the most basic details are hard to 
find. His enlistment date is unknown but when he did so he signed at Leicester and was 
posted to the Leicestershire Regiment. At some point he was transferred to the 9th 
Battalion of the Royal Scots (Lothian Regiment) with whom he was mortally wounded in 
April 1917. He died on the 21st April 1917, possibly at the hospital in Etaples. He was 25 
years of age and had been married for less than a year.  
 
The Melton Mowbray Times of the 27th April 1917 reported Arthur’s loss,  
“Much anxiety is felt at Sileby owing to a message that came through from a Sileby lad 
at the front to the effect that a great loss of Sileby lads had taken place at the great Vimy 
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Ridge engagement. Official news was received yesterday by the parents of Mr Arthur 
Weston of Cemetery Road, Sileby, that he had been killed. He belonged to the Gordon 
Highlanders, and was recently married. Previous to joining the colours he was making a 
special study for preaching. He had a very promising career ahead of him.”   
 
  
 

 
Manor Terrace, 42 Manor Drive (formerly 42 Back Lane) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.silebyhistory.com/


P a g e  | 11 

 

www.SilebyHistory.com  ©Eric Wheeler 2024 

James Andrew White  
(Corporal) 

Canadian Infantry (Manitoba Regiment) 193394  
 

 
Born: September 1895 at Barrow upon Soar, Leicestershire 

Died: 11th August 1918 
 

Commemorated at: 
• Canadian National Vimy Memorial, Givenchy-en-Gohelle, France (Panel T-Z) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

 
James Andrew White, (‘A White’ on the Sileby’s memorial) was born at Barrow upon 
Soar in September 1896 and was baptised on the 18th October 1896 at the Parish 
Church there. He was the eldest son of James and Rose Ellen White of Barrow, his 
father being a shoe hand. There may be some discrepancy with his date of birth. 
Although he was registered and baptised in 1896, a later census records his birth as 
September 1895 which would mean he was born out of wedlock. Whatever the case, 
the Whites moved to Sileby where living on Cossington Road by about 1900.  The family 
later emigrated to Canada in Toronto in 1909. The 1911 Canadian census lists James 
Andrew’s occupation as a factory labourer.  
 
James Andrew enlisted in Toronto with the Canadian Infantry on the 2nd September 
1915. At that time he was described as 5 foot 4¾ inches in height with brown hair, blue 
eyes and a fresh complexion. He had joined the 80th Overseas Battalion of the Canadian 
Infantry and later posted to D Company of the 78th Battalion of Manitoba Regiment. The 
battalion embarked for Britain on the 20th May 1916 and later disembarked in France 
on 13 August 1916. Other details of his war service are currently unknown but he had 
been promoted to acting Corporal by the time of his death. He had been wounded in 
March 1917 and he later was killed in action on the 18th August 1918 during the Battle of 
Amiens. He was aged 22 years and unmarried.  
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James White 
(Private) 

Canadian Infantry (Manitoba Regiment) 219803  
 

Born: 12th February 1876 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 1st September 1918 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Canadian National Vimy Memorial, Givenchy-en-Gohelle, France (Panel T-Z) 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
 
James White, (‘J White’ on the Sileby’s memorial) was born at Sileby on the 12th 
February 1876.  He was the eldest son of William White a lime works labourer and 
Charlotte his wife. On the 27th March 1876 he was baptised at Sileby Parish Church and 
the family were living at a cottage on Underhill. By 1881 they had moved to King Street 
by which time James had two siblings, Clara and Richard. However, the 1891 census 
shows the family living at Underhill off Barrow Road again: James was employed as a 
shoe riveter and was one of 7 children living in the household.  
 
He married Rose Ellen Collier on Christmas Day 1895 at Barrow upon Soar Parish 
Church and they settled together in that village. However, their eldest child James 
Andrew may have been born out of wedlock earlier that year as later records suggest 
Rose Ellen gave birth to him in September 1895. James and his small family moved to 
Sileby around 1900, and were living in a two roomed cottage on Cossington Road.  The 
family then emigrated to Canada in May 1909, following in James’s father’s footsteps. 
They appeared on the Canadian census of 1911 as living at (39) Eversfield Avenue in 
Toronto. James worked as a labourer and lived with his wife Rose Ellen and their 4 
children; James (Andrew), Willie, Rose and Francis.  
 
James enlisted with the Canadian army on the 25th September 1915, moving straight 
into the 80th Battalion. He was 39 years old, 5 foot 3 inches in height and had brown 
hair, blue eyes with a medium complexion. He later joined the same battalion as his 
son James Andrew, the 78th Battalion Manitoba Regiment. Tragically, James was killed 
in action on the 1st September 1918. This was less than a month after his son James 
Andrew and his brother Walter had also been killed.   
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Walter White 
(Private) 

Canadian Infantry (British Columbia Regiment) 249094  
 

Born: 22nd January 1898 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 8th August 1918 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Canadian National Vimy Memorial, Givenchy-en-Gohelle, France (Panel T-Z) 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
 
Walter White was born at Sileby on the 22nd January 1898 and was baptised at the 
Parish church a month later on the 25th February. He was the youngest son of William 
and Charlotte White then of 21 Barrow Road, and brother to James White. William, 
Charlotte and 4 of their children including 6 year old Walter emigrated to Canada in 
March 1905. They settled at 102 Helena Avenue, Toronto.  
 
Walter enlisted as soon as he was able, joining up with the Canadian Infantry on the 16th 
March 1916 aged 18 years and 1 month. He then measured 5 foot 9½ inches in height 
with fair hair, hazel eyes and a fair complexion. He was posted to the 54th Battalion 
British Columbia Regiment and was sent to France to fight. He was declared missing, 
later killed in action on the 8th August 1918 during the first day of the Battle of Amiens. 
He was 18 years old and unmarried.  
 

 
31 Barrow Road (formerly numbered 21)  

the White family house before they emigrated to Canada in 1905 
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Arthur Edward Whittington  
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 15875 
 

 
 

Born: 23rd October 1887 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 15th May 1915 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Le Touret Memorial, Le Touret Cemetery in Richebourg-l'Avoue, Pas de Calais 
(Panel 11) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
Arthur Edward Whittington was born at Sileby on the 23rd October 1887. He was the son 
William Whittington a lime works labourer and Mary Elizabeth his wife. Arthur was 
baptised a year later on the 28th October 1888 and was one of at least 6 children born to 
the couple. In the 1890s the family lived on Barrow Road before moving to 106 King 
Street. The family moved again, this time to Cemetery Road where Mary his mother died 
in 1897. By 1911 the family had moved back to Barrow Road and were living at number 
60. At this time Arthur was working in the brickyard as a labourer, where he’d been 
employed since he left school. 
 
Arthur enlisted at Leicester on the 9th November 1914 and signed a Short Service 
Attestation for 3 years. He was 5 foot 4¼ inches in height with brown hair, grey eyes and 
a fresh complexion. He joined the Leicestershire Regiment and was initially posted to 
the 10th Battalion on the 18th November before being transferred to the 3rd Battalion at 
Fort Nelson near Fareham, Hampshire a day later. He joined the 2nd Battalion on the 19th 
March 1915 and disembarked with them in France the following day. He was posted 
missing presumed killed in action near Festubert on the 15th May 1915. He was 27 and 
unmarried.   
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.silebyhistory.com/


P a g e  | 15 

 

www.SilebyHistory.com  ©Eric Wheeler 2024 

 
 
 
 
 

 
60 Barrow Road, Sileby 
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Arthur Widdowson 
(Private) 

Coldstream Guards 3432 

Born: 1879 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 14th September 1914 

 
Commemorated at: 

• La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial, La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Cemetery, Seine-et-
Marne, France (Panel 55) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

 
Arthur Widdowson was born at Sileby in 1879, the son of Reuben and Eliza Widdowson. 
He was baptised at Sileby Parish Church on the 29th November 1879. His father was a 
framework knitter of socks and they lived on the High Street when Arthur was born. By 
1891 the family had moved to Back Lane and were living in a small 4 roomed cottage 
accommodating 8 people in all. By 1901 Arthur had enlisted in the army. He was 
recorded as being with the Coldstream Guards at St Georges Barracks, Hanover Square 
in London at the 1901 census. He had married Jessie Ford at Wandsworth in 1903. After 
Arthur had been discharged from the army they set up home together in Sileby. They 
moved to Liverpool around 1907 before returning to Sileby a year or so later. In 1911 the 
couple and their 5 children were living at Swan Street, Seagrave. Arthur was working in 
the shoe trade as a finisher. 
 
At the outset of hostilities Arthur must have been a reservist as he was quickly 
mobilised to the 3rd Battalion Coldsteam Guards. He disembarked in France on 30th 
August 1914 and fought with the British Expeditionary Force in their attempts to stop 
the German advance in early September 1914. He was wounded, later presumed killed 
in action around Soupir on the 14th September 1914 during the Battle of the Aisne. He 
was 34 years old and married with children. 
 
 
 

 
Arthur’s Baptism entry in Sileby Parish Register 
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John Wild 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 12561 

 

Born: 21st November 1893 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 4th May 1917 

 
Buried at Bucquoy Road Cemetery, Ficheux, Pas de Calais, France  

(Plot I, Row E, Grave 13) 
 

Commemorated at: 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
John Wild (or Wylde) was the youngest child of Charles and Ann Wild of Barrow Road, 
Sileby. He was born on the 21st November 1893 and was baptised with his older siblings 
Ann and Willie at Sileby Parish Church on the 25th March 1894. His father Charles was a 
builder and by 1901 had moved to 44 Swan Street with his wife and 7 children. In 1911 
the family were still living there, and John was then working in the shoe trade as a 
tacker. 
 
John enlisted at Loughborough with a Short Service Attestation for 3 years on the 1st 
September 1914. He was 5 foot 6 inches in height with brown hair, grey eyes and a fresh 
complexion. At enlistment he joined the Leicestershire Regiment and was posted to the 
7th (Service) Battalion on the 5th September when he started his training at Aldershot. On 
the 29th July 1915 he disembarked in France with his battalion. He was wounded by 
shrapnel in the left arm and shoulder on the 23rd September 1916 and was returned to 
England three days later. After a short recuperation he was transferred to the 10th 
Battalion on the 7th December only to be posted back to France with the 8th Battalion on 
the 17th February 1916. He joined them in the field on the 10th March and served with 
them until he was wounded again on the 4th May 1917 near Fontaine Les Croiselles. 
John died of his wounds later that day. Personal effects returned to his family included 
his pipe, a photograph, a letter and a religious book. He was 24 years old and 
unmarried. 
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44 Swan Street, Sileby 
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Charles Wilson  
(Acting Corporal) 

Leicestershire Regiment 6895 

Born: 1884 at Oxford, Oxfordshire 
Died: 18th December 1915 

 
Buried at White House Cemetery, St Jean-les-Ypres, Belgium (Plot I, Row F, Grave 9) 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

• Methodist Church, King Street, Sileby 
 
Charles Wilson’s early years are difficult to decipher. He was born at Oxford in 1884 to 
James Wilson and had 2 brothers, William and John. In 1901 he was a brickyard 
labourer in Sileby and was boarding at the Duke of York Inn on the High Street. 
However, this was to change when he enlisted in to the Leicestershire Regiment at 
Loughborough on the 16th March 1903. Before this he had briefly been in the regiment 
but had purchased his discharge. He was 5 foot 6 inches in height, with black hair, 
brown eyes and a fresh complexion. This second enlistment was to prove much longer 
lasting. Charles spent most of the first year training. Initially, he was in the Channel 
Islands before being transferred to India in February 1904, arriving at Madras on the 5th 
March. He managed to contract Dengue fever in the following July and was hospitalised 
for 2 weeks. The India posting ended in March 1906 and he returned home where he 
was discharged to the reserve on the 15th March. Charles returned to Sileby and 
reverted to labouring at the brickyard. On the 26th December 1907 he married a local girl 
Sarah Ellen Foster at Sileby Parish Church. They had a child Charles William shortly 
afterwards, but he did not survive and was buried on the 20th May 1908. The 1911 
census shows Charles and Sarah living alone at 16 Albion Road. By 1914 Charles was 
working at Sharpe’s Brewery. 
 
As a reservist Charles was immediately mobilised upon the declaration of war, and was 
back with the Leicestershire Regiment on the 5th August 1914. Things moved swiftly and 
Charles was in France with the 1st Battalion by the 9th of September 1914. He was 
appointed unpaid Lance Corporal in 10th April 1915, which was verified as paid on the 
19th June. Promotion came again on 26th November 1915 when he was appointed Acting 
Corporal. However, he was killed in action a few weeks later on the 18th December 1915 
when probably killed by German shelling at Wieltje near Ypres. He was 31 years old and 
left his widow Sarah.  
 
The Melton Mowbray Times of the 7th January 1916 writes,  
“Another victim has been added to the death roll of Sileby soldiers, Lance Corporal 
Charles Wilson, reservist of the 1st Leicesters, having been killed about the 20th 
December by shrapnel. The poor fellow would have finished his service in the Army in 
February. Much sympathy is felt for his wife, who has lain seriously ill since hearing of 
his death. His brother Lieut. A. Wilson, is greatly troubled at the loss.” 
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45 Albion Road, Sileby 
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George M Wood  
(Private) 

Cheshire Regiment 5320 
Duke of Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex Regiment) 203155 

 

 
 

Born: 18th August 1898 at Quorn, Leicestershire 
Died: 9th October 1917 

 
Buried at Mendinghem Military Cemetery, Belgium (Plot VII, Row E, Grave 45) 

 
Commemorated at: 
• Quorn War Memorial 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

 
George Mee Wood was born at Quorn on the 18th August 1898 and was the son of 
Thomas Mee and Elizabeth Wood. Thomas, a widower and framework knitter (aged 56 
years old in 1901), employed Elizabeth (then aged 32) as his housekeeper. Whatever the 
arrangement was between them, the record shows that Thomas and Elizabeth had at 
least 6 children together. Although Thomas was shown as an employer his position was 
precarious and he was often in the Mountsorrel workhouse during hard times. This had 
a knock on effect upon Elizabeth and their children. The 1911 census shows Elizabeth 
and her children George, William, Elizabeth and John Robert all as ‘inmates’ living at the 
workhouse. Elizabeth had been working as a mender in a local lace factory but this 
clearly wasn’t enough to keep the family’s heads above the water. Thomas was then 
lodging with Henry Wilday at a cottage on Meeting Street, and was working as a farm 
labourer. By 1916 George was making his own way in the world and was working as a 
bricklayer’s labourer. He was lodging with the Staniforth family at 66 Cemetery Road.  
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George enlisted at Glen Parva, Leicester on the 4th September 1916, only nineteen days 
after his 18th birthday. He was only 5 foot 3 inches high when he signed the Short 
Service Attestation. George was first posted to the 2nd/5th Battalion of the Cheshire 
Regiment on the 8th September but was then transferred to the 3rd/7th Battalion of the 
Middlesex Regiment on the 16th December 1914. He was further posted to the 7th 
Reserve Battalion on the 5th April 1917 but this was a prelude to going into action later 
that year. On the 2nd September he was at Folkestone ready to embark for France and 
he was in Boulogne with the 1st/7th Middlesex Regiment within a day. On the 9th 
September 1917 he joined the 16th (Public Schools) Battalion of the Middlesex 
Regiment and was with them in the field on the 12th September. A few weeks later on 
the 4th October George suffered a gunshot wound to the head leaving him with a critical 
brain injury. He was brought to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station at Mendinghem but 
he later died of his injuries on the 9th October. He was 19 years old and unmarried.   
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Herbert Wood 
(Private) 

South Staffordshire Regiment 42372 
 

 
 

Born: 1898 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 28th September 1918 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Vis-En-Artois Memorial, Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France 
(Panel 6 and 7)  

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

 
Herbert Wood was born in 1898 at Sileby, the son of George and Emily Wood. Herbert 
was one of 8 children born to them. His father George worked as a shoe finisher in 1901 
and the family lived at 8 Cemetery Road. By 1911 the family had moved to 57 Swan 
Street and George was a factory foreman. Herbert was still at school at this time. The 
family moved again about 1918, this time to 45 Swan Street. 
 
Herbert’s war record has not survived and therefore his service history is rather 
sketchy. He is thought to have enlisted at Loughborough in 1915 but it is not known 
when he joined up with the South Staffordshire Regiment. It was with the 1st/5th 
Battalion of the South Staffordshire Regiment that Herbert was killed in action on the 
28th September 1918. Herbert was probably taking part in preliminary attacks before the 
main Battle of St Quentin Canal. He was 19 and unmarried.   
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10 Swan Street, Sileby 
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Charles Burdett Yates  
(Corporal) 

Royal Marine Light Infantry 19287 
 

Born: 12th February 1896 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 24th July 1920 

 
Buried at London Road Cemetery, Coventry, West Midlands  

(Square 191, Row 6, Grave 187) 
 

Commemorated at: 
• St Michaels Cathedral Coventry (Roll of Honour) 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Methodist Church, King Street, Sileby (?) 

 
Charles Burdett Yates was born at Sileby on the 12th February 1896. He was the 
illegitimate son of Beatrice Yates, who was the daughter of William Yates of Sileby and 
Jane his wife. Beatrice married Frederick Cleaver a cycle machinist from Coventry at 
Leicester in 1899 and started a new family whilst living at Russell Street in Leicester. 
However, Charles was raised by his grandparents at their house in Brook Street, Sileby. 
By 1911 his grandparents had moved to 2 Cemetery Road. At this stage Charles had left 
school and was working in a press room at a shoe factory. His mother and his step 
father had moved to Coventry where they lived with their 5 children. Frederick was 
working in the burgeoning motor manufacturing industry as a turner. 
 
Charles enlisted with the Royal Marines at Nottingham on 13th October 1914. He was 5 
foot 5 inches in height with light brown hair, blue eyes and a fresh complexion barring a 
few scars over his left eyebrow. His first assignment was to the Chatham Division from 
the 11th March to the 27th August 1915. He was then posted to the light cruiser HMS 
Lowestoft until the 15th January 1918. The Lowestoft was part of the Grand Fleet, and by 
1916 it was part of the Mediterranean Fleet therefore missing the Battle of Jutland. In 
1917 it went to Malta where the ship was refitted. Charles was briefly re-assigned to 
Chatham on the 16th January 1918 until he was posted to another light cruiser HMS 
Coventry on the 14th March. It was with HMS Coventry that Charles was promoted to 
Corporal on the 19th December 1918. He was to serve with the ship until the 3rd May 
1920 when he again was posted back to the Chatham Division. Whilst serving with HMS 
Coventry Charles had been deployed to the ‘Harwich Force’ and later to the Atlantic 
Fleet.  
 
His last posting was with the 8th Battalion of the Royal Marines Light Infantry on the 2nd 
June 1920. He was part of a Marine force sent to man coastal watch stations around 
Ireland to prevent gun running. They became a target for Irish Nationalists and many 
men were killed in skirmishes, often fighting to the last man. However, Charles was 
killed by one of his own men, Private C.G.R. Helmore at Ballyvaughan Coastguard 
Station. He had received a gunshot wound to the spine on the 10th July 1920. Helmore 
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tried to shoot himself but failed. Charles never recovered and died at the Central 
Military Hospital in Cork on the 24th July 1920. On the 11th February 1921 Private 
Helmore was convicted of murder and sentenced to death by a military court. However, 
the punishment was later commuted to life imprisonment, and later reduced to five 
years. Corporal Yates’s body was returned to Coventry for burial. Incidentally, records 
from this period show that Charles was using his stepfather’s surname ‘Cleaver’ for his 
middle name.   
  

 
Charles Burdett Yates – Service Record (© National Archives ADM 159/132/19287) 

 

 
HMS Lowestoft 

 

 
2 Cemetery Road, Sileby 
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Charles Frederick Yates 
(Lance Corporal) 

Leicestershire Regiment 2255 
Leicestershire Regiment 240470 

 
Born: 1898 at Sileby, Leicestershire 

Died: 4th October 1918 
 

Buried at Vadencourt British Cemetery, Maissemy, France (Plot III, Row C, Grave 9) 
 

Commemorated at: 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Methodist Church, King Street, Sileby (?) 

 
Charles Frederick Yates was the son of Frederick Yates, a plasterer’s labourer and his 
wife Elizabeth. He was born in 1898 and was one of 7 children. The family lived at 85 
Swan Street until Frederick’s death and burial in February 1910. After his burial, and 
with his widow Elizabeth now the head of the household, the family moved to 16 
Seagrave Road. Charles Frederick was still at school by the time of the 1911 census. 
 
Charles’s war record has not survived and there are few details of his exploits. When he 
enlisted at Mountsorrel he must have been under age as he was in France with the 
Leicestershire Regiment on the 27th February 1915. That would make him 16 years old 
at the most when he signed up. He later died from wounds received near Sequecourt 
whilst fighting with A Company of the 1st/5th Leicesters. At his death on the 4th October 
1918 he was a Lance Corporal and was around 20 years of age. He died unmarried. 
 

 
16 Seagrave Road, Sileby 
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Joseph Yates 
(Driver) 

(Royal) Army Service Corps T/294129 
 

 
 

Born: 22nd April 1878 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 29th December 1918 

 
Buried at Cambrai East Military Cemetery, Rue des Solesmes, Cambrai, France  

(Plot IV, Row A, Grave 6) 
 

Commemorated at: 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
 
Joseph Yates was born at Sileby on the 22nd April 1878 and was baptised at Sileby Parish 
Church on the 28th September 1879. He was the son of Thomas and Ann Yates, being 
one of at least 7 children born to them. At Joseph’s birth the family lived at the Angel 
Yard on Little Church Lane before moving to Back Lane in the next decade. However, 
they had returned to the Angel Yard by 1901. All that time Thomas worked as a shoe 
finisher in one of the local shoe factories. After completing his schooling Joseph 
became a shoe riveter. He married Edith Annie Porter at Sileby St Marys on the 3rd May 
1897 and they set up home together at a house on Cemetery Road before moving to 
King Street. By 1904 they had moved to 10 Seagrave Road, and at the 1911 census they 
were living there with their 3 children; Florence Elsie, Joseph Walter and Frederick. 
Another daughter named Doris was born on the 1st June 1914.  
 
When Joseph enlisted into the Army Service Corps (ASC) at Sileby on the 8th December 
1915 he was already 38 years old. He was immediately put into the reserve. At a 
medical examination dated 6th November 1916 he was measured 5 foot 5¼ inches in 
height and 118 lbs (53.5kgs) in weight. Meanwhile, Joseph was mobilised to the ASC 
Depot at Bradford on the 7th February 1917.  
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The ASC was organised into Companies each fulfilling a specific role. They were the 
army’s back bone of supply (weapons and otherwise), food distribution and transport. 
Joseph’s regimental number prefix of ‘T’ denotes he was attached to horse 
transportation.  On the 7th June 1917 he transferred to the 550th Company at Henham 
Camp, and on the 28th August he went to the Reserve Depot at Park Royal, London. This 
was all in anticipation of his embarkation to France which occurred on the 22nd 
September from Southampton. He arrived at Le Havre the following day and spent the 
next week at the Horse Transport Base Depot there before moving to the 18th Reserve 
Park on the 27th September. His record was not unblemished; he was fined for two 
misdemeanors in four months. On the 23rd October he left his transport duty without 
permission which earned him a forfeiture of 7 days pay. The second offence involved 
trotting heavy draft horses which were attached to a General Service Wagon. That lost 
him 3 days pay. He was posted to the Army Service Corps Brigade Depot on the 14th 
March 1918 and then to the 3rd Army Auxiliary (Horse Transport) Company three days 
later. However, he was in trouble again on the 18th April when he had left his horses 
unattended when on transport duty, contrary to his orders. He was fined 7 days pay. 
Joseph was given what was to be his last home leave on the 23rd October 1918.  
 
When he returned to France on the 6th November he was attached to the 11th Army 
Auxiliary (Horse) Company. His unit were tasked with salvage along with the 28th 
Labour Corps and all the manual work was done with Chinese loaders. Around midday 
on the 28th December Joseph was in stables at Masnieres when he took a drink from a 
Chinese man there. Nothing seemed unusual until half an hour later when Joseph took 
ill with strong abdominal pain and was frothing at the mouth. A Medical Officer was 
brought in to assist but Joseph was in a collapsed state. He was removed to the 22nd 
Casualty Clearing Station but he never came round and died there at 7.45pm. A Military 
Court of Enquiry sat at Masnieres on the 3rd March 1919. After several witness 
statements were heard it was concluded that 41 year old Joseph had died from the 
ingestion of an irritant poison. Joseph was adjudged not to be at fault but it is not known 
if anyone was charged for the incident.    
    

 
10 Seagrave Road, Sileby  
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Joseph Walter Yates  
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 3949 
Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve R/1053 

 

 
 

Born: 28th January 1899 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 25th August 1918 

 
Buried at Adanac Military Cemetery, Miraumont, France (Plot IV, Row A, Grave 35) 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
Joseph Walter Yates was born at Sileby on the 28th January 1899, the son of Joseph and 
Edith Annie Yates. He was baptised at St Marys Church on the 26th February 1899 and 
was one of 4 children born to the couple. Initially they lived at Cemetery Road, followed 
by a house on King Street, and were then at 10 Seagrave Road by 1904. At the 1911 
census Joseph Walter was living with his family and was still at school. Like his father, 
he went into the shoe trade when he left school, and was recorded as a shoe hand in 
1915. 
 
Joseph Walter, then aged 16, first tried to enlist into the Leicestershire Regiment at 
Loughborough on the 6th April 1915. He declared that he was 18 years and 2 months. 
Despite this unchecked discrepancy the Medical Officer passed him fit for duty with the 
5th Battalion! However, after four days he was eventually found out and discharged from 
the unit on the 10th April.  
 
Joseph’s second attempt at enlistment was more successful. He joined the Royal Naval 
Division with the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve on the 10th April 1917. He declared his 
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correct age having fallen foul previously. His medical examination describes him as 5 
foot 6 inches tall with brown hair, hazel eyes and a fresh complexion. He also had a 
tattoo mark on the second finger of his right hand and a dot on the right forearm. Joseph 
was first attached to the ‘A’ Reserve Battalion before being rated as Able Seaman on the 
1st December 1917. He was then posted to the 2nd Reserve Battalion at Aldershot on the 
12th December before being drafted into the 2nd (Hawke) Battalion on the 27th March 
1918. The Hawke Battalion was one of a number of lightly armed infantry units made up 
of naval reservists. The battalion embarked for France from Folkestone on the 28th 
March, reaching Boulogne on the 29th and going forward to the Infantry Brigade Depot at 
Calais on the same day. He eventually joined up with the rest of the battalion in the field 
on the 7th April. Joseph Walter was killed in action whilst fighting somewhere near 
Loupart Wood and Le Barque, France on the 25th August 1918. He was initially buried 
about 2.5 miles southwest of Bapuame, but was exhumed and reburied at Adanac 
Military Cemetery on the 22nd February 1921. He was 19 years old and unmarried.    
 
        
 

 
Attestation Paper – Joseph Walter Yates’s first attempt at enlisting 
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