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Harry Allen  
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 4896 
Leicestershire Regiment 241825 

 

 
 

Born: 19th September 1895 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 21st July 1918 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West Vlaanderen, Belgium (Panel 50 to 51) 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
 
Harry was the son of Richard Allen, a cement worker and Jane his wife. He was one of 11 
children born to the couple. Initially, the family were living in a cottage on Cossington 
Road, but by 1911 the family had moved to 140 Barrow Road. At this time Harry was still 
living at home and was a brickyard labourer.  
 
Harry’s military records have not survived, and his service details are sketchy. He had 
enlisted at Loughborough into the Leicestershire Regiment. He was killed in action whilst 
serving for the 1st Battalion at Vyverbeek, Belgium on the 21st July 1918. He was 22 years of 
age and unmarried. 
 
(Picture courtesy of T Allen; LCC War Memorials Project 2018) 
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140 Barrow Road, Sileby 
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William Allen  
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 38297 
South Staffordshire Regiment 36544 

Bedfordshire Regiment 40690 
 

Born: 1884 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 21st September 1918 

 
Buried at Unicorn Cemetery, Vendhuile, France (Plot III, Row E, Grave 15) 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
William was the son of (and one of 9 children born to) William Allen, a framework knitter of 
gloves and Jane his wife.  In 1891 the family were living at a house on King Street before 
William senior became the ‘live in’ manager of the Liberal Club (now the Working Men’s 
Club). William junior was listed as a shoe finisher in 1901 and on the 26th September 1904 
he married Ada Kate Oswin at Sileby Parish Church. The couple set up house at 82 Barrow 
Road where William’s occupation is given as Boot Riveter, before moving to 34 Manor 
Terrace (now on Manor Drive) shortly after 1915. They had at least three children; George 
(born 1907), Charles (born 1913) and Edward (born 1914). After William’s death Ada stayed 
at the family home on Manor Terrace continuing a widow there until her own death in 1970. 
 
William’s military records have not survived. He had enlisted to the Leicestershire 
Regiment at Leicester and had a spell with the South Staffordshire Regiment before joining 
the Bedfordshire Regiment. He was reported wounded in August 1917 although the nature 
of his wounds is not known. He was attached to the 2nd Battalion Bedfordshire Regiment 
and killed in action at the Battle of Epehy whilst in operations around Ronssoy on the 21st 
September 1918. He was 34 years of age. 
 
The Sileby Parish Church Magazine notes :  
“To the widow and young children of the late Pte. W Allen (Bedfords) we would tender our 
deepest sympathy, yet have the proud memory of one ‘who was always a good soldier and 
always to be relied upon to do his duty’, as his company officer testified.” 
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William Allen : Sileby Parish Register, marriage 1904 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Manor Terrace, Sileby in 2005 

(Number 34 is the 3rd house from the right) 
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Joel S. Barber 
(Driver) 

251st Brigade, Royal Field Artillery 201052 
 

Born: 28th July 1889 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 18th April 1918 

 
Buried at Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, France (Plot VIII, Row D, Grave 31) 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

• Sileby Cemetery, Sileby, Leicestershire (Consecrated section, Plot B, Grave 45) 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 

Joel Samuel Barber was baptised on the 22nd September 1889 at St Mary’s Parish Church, 
Sileby. He was the eldest son of 5 children to John Samuel Barber and Rebecca his wife. 
John Samuel was a farm labourer and occupied several properties in the village until finally 
settling at 11 Back Lane where he is listed as a (market) gardener. Joel was recorded as a 
shoe hand in early 1911 but later that year as a clicker. He married Emma Smith of Sileby at 
the Parish Church on 2nd September 1911 and they set up home together next door to his 
father’s house at 11a Back Lane (then also known as Queen Street). Here they had at least 
2 children; Leslie (born 1912) and Maurice (born 1915). After Joel’s death Emma returned 
to her father’s home at 86 Barrow Road. 

Joel’s military records have not survived and almost nothing is known about his service. He 
enlisted in Ripon in Yorkshire. He died of wounds received in action at the 23rd Casualty 
Clearing Station at Lozinghem, France. He was 28 years of age. 
 

 
11 and 11a Back Lane, Sileby 
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Walter E. Barber 
(Gunner) 

7th Canadian Mounted Rifles 7727 
17th Corps, 5th Howitzer Brigade, Canadian Field Artillery 7727 

 
Born: 6th April 1886 at Sileby, Leicestershire 

Died: 9th November 1917 
 

Buried at Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium (Plot XXII, Row AA, Grave 23) 

Commemorated at: 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Rawlins School, Quorn (Old Quornians Association Plaque) 

 
Walter Everard Barber was born in Sileby in 1886 to William and Ann Barber. His father was 
the publican, brewer and victualler at the Fountain Inn on Brook Street. Walter was the 
second child and eldest son of 8 children. However, he did not follow his father into the 
pub trade and by 1911 he was listed as a plumber and glazier but was still living at the 
Fountain. He was a tall man for the standards of the day being 6 feet in height. Walter left 
Sileby having emigrated to Canada in the summer of 1913. On the 12th of August 1913 he 
was recorded as living in Toronto. He had enlisted with the Canadian Mounted Rifles on the 
15th January 1915 and went into the reserve. In the time before he finally embarked for 
Europe, he was able to marry Sarah Muriel Wright, formerly of Walthamstow, Essex on the 
9th February 1915 at St Johns Church, York, Toronto. He was a Roman Catholic.  
 

Walter’s military record shows him embarking for Europe on 8th January 1916. On the 28th 
May 1916 he joined the 2nd Canadian Divisional Ammunition Column, and was later 
attached to the 5th Brigade as a Batman to a Lieutenant Kilgour on the 1st November of that 
year. Later that month he was posted to the Canadian Field Artillery where he was to spend 
the rest of his service. He received a Good Conduct Badge on the 5th February 1917, but 
was fatally wounded during action at the Battle of Passchendaele on the 8th November 
1917. He died the following day at the 10th Casualty Clearing Station at Remy, Belgium after 
suffering multiple gunshot wounds to the legs and groin. He was 31 years of age. 
 

 

Walter was probably born at the Fountain Inn, 
Brook Street, Sileby (left), picture taken in 
2002) 
 

http://www.silebyhistory.com/


P a g e  | 7 

 

www.SilebyHistory.com  © Eric Wheeler 2024 
 

Thomas H Barker 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 37554 
Durham Light Infantry 77935 

 
Born: 19th August 1898 at Sileby, Leicestershire 

Died: 31st March 1918 (Presumed Dead) 
 

Commemorated at: 
• Pozieres Memorial, Ovillers-L Boisselle, Somme, France (Panel 68 to 72) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

 
Thomas Henry Barker was born in 1898 to Thomas Gilbert and Fanny Barker. He was one of 
at least ten children born to the couple. Thomas Gilbert was a brickyard labourer and lived 
at 67 Barrow Road, a small four roomed house. After 1915 the family moved to 110 Barrow 
Road. Thomas Henry was the eldest son and in the 1911 census was still at school aged 
12. By the time he was old enough to enlist he had been working as a shoe hand.  
 
Thomas Henry enlisted at Loughborough on the 28th August 1916, nine days after his 18th 
birthday. He was described as 5 foot 6¼ inches in height with a scar to his chin. He was 
initially in reserve at home but mobilised to the Leicester Regiment army training reserve 
on the 22nd February 1917. Later, on the 3rd October 1917 he was transferred to the Durham 
Light Infantry, firstly to the 4th Battalion where his occupation is given as ‘Stableman’. He 
embarked to France as part of the British Expeditionary Force on the 20th December 1917. 
He was posted to the 18th Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry, and then on the 24th 
December to the 15th Battalion where he was to start in the field five days later on the 29th. 
He was reported missing, presumed killed in action, between the 21st and 31st March 1918 
whilst fighting at the Somme. He died unmarried and aged 19. 
 
 

 
Thomas Barker : Sileby Parish Register, baptism 1898 
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Albert W Beadman 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 27282 
 

Born: 1890 at Loughborough, Leicestershire 
Died: 29th April 1917 

 
 

Commemorated at: 
• Arras Memorial, Arras Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France (Bay 5) 

• Carillon Tower Memorial, Loughborough 
• St Peter’s Church, Loughborough 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

 
 
Albert William Beadman was born at Loughborough in 1890 to William Finney Beadman, a 
bricklayer, and Alice his wife. He was the only surviving son of the couple, also having three 
sisters Helen, Annie and Alice, surviving into adulthood. At the 1911 census the family was 
living at 12 Broad Street Loughborough where Albert’s occupation was listed as 
bricklayer’s labourer. He married Louisa Dorothy Wheldon at Holy Trinity Church, 
Loughborough on the 30th May 1914. They moved to Sileby shortly afterwards, setting up 
home at 46 The Banks. Here, Albert had gained employment as a Shoe hand at Walker, 
Kempson and Stevens. 
 
Albert attested for enlistment on the 8th December 1915 at Sileby where his height was 
recorded as 5 foot 4½ inches. On the 10th April 1916 he joined the army reserve of the 
Leicestershire Regiment. By the 27th July 1916 he was at Folkestone embarking for France 
and the following day he was at Etaples. He was initially posted to the 8th Battalion, but 
after moving to Calais on the 23rd August he joined the 7th Battalion two days later. They 
were in the trenches at Agnez-lès-Duisans, near Arras. He served with this battalion until 
his death on 29th April 1917 at the Battle of Arleux, having seen action at the Morvel and 
Hohenzollern Redoubt. He died aged 26 years. 
 
 His company Lieutenant wrote to Albert’s widow,  
“I regret to inform you that your husband Private A. W. Beadman was killed on the 29th of 
last month. I buried him in a cemetery nearby and marked his grave with a cross, with all 
particulars on. A dozen men and I myself were within ten yards of him when a shell 
dropped behind him and wounded two others also. Death was instantaneous. He was a 
good man, and I was very sorry to lose him. And I hope you will please excuse the delay of 
writing and accept my deepest sympathy in your sad loss.”  
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Albert’s effects; a few photographs, his purse and some greetings cards were returned to 
his widow. She was granted a widow’s pension of 13 shillings and 7 pence and went back 
to live in Loughborough where she remarried in 1920. 
 
 
 

 
46 The Banks, Sileby 
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Albert Betts 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 10219 
 

 
 

Born: 18th February 1891 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 14th July 1916 

 
 

Commemorated at: 
• Thiepval Memorial, Picardy, France (Pier and Face 2 C and 3 A) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
Albert Betts was born on the 18th February 1891 and baptised at Sileby Parish Church on 
the 29th April of the same year. His parents were Thomas (Tom) Betts, a shoe riveter and his 
wife Betsey. Albert was one of five children (4 sons, 1 daughter) born to the couple. Initially 
the family lived on Swan Street (Gate Lane) but by 1901 were at Cemetery Road, most likely 
at number 36. In 1911 he was shown as a shoe finisher living at home at 36 Cemetery Road 
with his family. (Curiously, his father Tom Betts had changed the family name to Sharpe in 
the 1911 census records) 
 
Albert enlisted at the outset of the war, signing up for three years at Loughborough on the 
18th August 1914. He was a fresh-faced 23 year old, 5 foot 9 inches in height with dark 
brown hair and brown eyes. His service started at home with the 6th Battalion 
Leicestershire Regiment before embarking on campaign in France with the Regiment as 
part of the British Expeditionary Force on the 29th July 1915. Albert’s service was blighted by 
injury sustained whilst fighting in the trenches. In early December 1915 he was treated for 
trench foot, a condition caused by prolonged exposure of the feet to damp, unsanitary, and 
cold conditions. However, he was returned to his unit as soon as it had started to heal on 
the 16th of that month. He was reported wounded, later missing then presumed killed in 
action, between the 14th and 17th April 1916 whilst fighting at the Somme. He was aged 
25. He left a will leaving all his effects to his mother. 
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36 Cemetery Road, Sileby 
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Amos G Betts 
(Lance Corporal) 

Nottingham and Derbyshire Regiment (Sherwood Foresters) 11902 
 

 
 

Born: 1894 at Normanton, Derby 
Died: 20th October 1914 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Ploegsteert Memorial, Berks Cemetery Extension, Hainault, Belgium (Panel 7) 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
 
Amos Gregory Betts was born at Normanton, Derby in 1894, the son of Amos Betts and 
Elizabeth Betts. His father Amos senior, born in Sileby, was serving with the Derbyshire 
Regiment when the younger Amos was born. He had been in the regiment for 22 years and 
had attained the rank of sergeant when discharged in 1899. In 1901 Amos, his wife and his 
four children were living at Mark Eaton, Derby with Amos listed as a manager of a 
Conservative club. Elizabeth his wife died shortly afterwards, and Amos came back to his 
home village of Sileby. On the 13th April 1903 Amos senior married Louisa Bandy, a woman 
19 years his junior, at Sileby Parish Church. The 1911 census reveals the new family of 
Amos Senior residing at a property in Swan Street. Here lived Amos senior’s children Amos 
Gregory, Edith and Alfred from his first marriage, together with his new wife Louisa and her 
son Emil Bandy. At this time his father is shown as a shoe finisher and Amos Gregory as a 
shoe hand.     
 
Amos Gregory’s service records have not survived so little is known about his war record. 
Around 1912 he chose to serve with his father’s old Regiment, the Sherwood Foresters, 
and later posted to the 2nd Battalion. As a regular soldier he was one of the first into action 
at the outset of the war. He disembarked in France as part of the British Expeditionary 
Force on the 8th September 1914. Amos Gregory was listed as ‘Missing in Action’ on the 20th 
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October 1914 but it wasn’t until three years later that he was officially pronounced dead. 
He was 20 years of age and unmarried. 
 
The Sileby Parish magazine of September 1917 remarks,  
“Official information has been received that Lance Corporal Amos Gregory Betts was killed 
in action on October 20th 1914. He has been reported missing since that date. He went to 
France with the first Expeditionary Force. He has serve[d] three years with the Sherwood 
Foresters, and was in the regular army.”  
 

 
Sileby Conservative Club, Cossington Road, Sileby 
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Charles E Betts 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 3295 
 

 
 

Born: 1893 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 13th October 1915 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Loos Memorial, Dud Corner Cemetery, Loos-en-Gohelle, Pas de Calais, France 
(Panel 42-44) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

• Methodist Church, King Street, Sileby 
 
Charles Edward Betts was the son of Edward Betts, a framework knitter and Catherine his 
wife, and was born at Sileby in 1893. Charles was one of six children and lived with his 
parents in his grandfather’s house at 66 Swan Street. In 1911 he and the family were still 
living at Swan Street and he was working as a Boot Scourer.  
 
At Mountsorrel on the 14th November 1914 Charles enlisted to four years service in the 
Territorial Force. This was to be the 5th Battalion of the Leicestershire Regiment. He was 5 
foot 11 inches in height, tall for the time. He embarked to join the British Expeditionary 
Force in France on the 26th February 1915 and landed at Le Havre the following day. His 
military record is brief. He is recorded as ‘sick’ on the 28th August 1915 but back in the field 
by the 4th September. The battalion took part in action to take the Hohenzollern Redoubt 
during the Battle of Loos on the 13th October 1915 and it is here that Charles was killed in 
action. He was 21 years of age, unmarried and had served for less than a year.  
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The Melton Times reported his death on the 12th November 1915, 
“Private Charles Edward Betts, of the 5th Leicesters, son of Mr. E. Betts, Swan Street, 
Sileby, was killed after the charge on the Hohenzollern Redoubt on October 13th. 
According to accounts that have reached home, Pte. Betts was shot in the head while 
carrying a wounded comrade to safety.” 
 
 

 
66 Swan Street, Sileby 
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Percival Edward Betts 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 11932 
South Staffordshire Regiment 32507 

 
Born: 11th February 1894 at Sileby, Leicestershire 

Died: 26th September 1917 
 

Commemorated at: 
• Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West Vlaanderen, Belgium (Panel 90 to 92 and 162 

to 162A) 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
 
Percival Edward Betts (Percy) was born to Edward and Mary Ann Betts on the 11th February 
1894 and baptised at Sileby Parish Church on 29th July 1894. His father was a framework 
knitter making gloves, and the family lived at 17 Cossington Road. By 1911 Percy was the 
eldest surviving child of six children born to Edward and Mary Ann, and all still living at the 
house on Cossington Road. He was employed in one of the local brickyards. 
 
Percy’s military record does not survive so little can be said in any detail about his service. 
He had enlisted in 1914 and was initially in the Leicestershire Regiment. At his death on the 
26th September 1917 he had transferred into the 2nd/5th South Staffordshire Regiment. He 
was unmarried, aged 23 years.  
 
The Loughborough Echo of 2nd November 1917 notes,  
“Pte. P. Betts of the South Staffs Regt was killed by a shell in France. He was one of the first 
to enlist from the village, and had been wounded on two previous occasions.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.silebyhistory.com/


P a g e  | 17 

 

www.SilebyHistory.com  © Eric Wheeler 2024 
 

William Victor Betts 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 33930 
Durham Light Infantry 80542 

 
Born: 1897 at Sileby, Leicestershire 

Died: 31st May 1918 
 

Commemorated at: 
• Soissons Memorial, Soissons, Aisne, France (Stone 28B) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
William Victor Betts was born in Sileby in 1897 to Samuel and Sabina Betts. William was 
one of at least eight surviving children to the couple. The family lived at 22 Barrow Road, his 
father working as a Shoe finisher. By 1911 his father was a foreman in a local shoe factory, 
and William, aged 13 had also gained employment in the shoe trade as a ‘channel opener’. 
He later progressed to being a sole attacher. 
 
William Victor was too young to enlist at the outbreak of the war but enlisted as soon as he 
could. On the 19th February 1916, at barely 18 years of age, the 5 foot 3½ inch high young 
man attested at Loughborough. He initially went into the army reserve but was fully 
mobilised into the Leicestershire Regiment on the 1st January 1917, joining the 2nd Reserve 
Training Battalion at Rugeley, Staffordshire on the 17th of that month. He had gained rank 
as an unpaid Lance Corporal on the 14th April 1917 then as paid from the 13th June. William 
was transferred into the Durham Light Infantry as a Private on the 13th March 1918, firstly in 
the 11th then the 1st/6th Battalion. He was missing, presumed killed in action sometime 
between the 27th and the 31st May. He was 20 years of age.  
 

 
22 Barrow Road, Sileby 
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Walter Breed 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 11910 
 

Born: December 1891 at Mountsorrel, Leicestershire 
Died: 21st March 1918 

 
Buried at Chocques Military Cemetery, Chocques, Pas de Calais, France (Plot I, Row O, 

Grave 47) 
 

Commemorated at: 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
Walter Breed was born at Mountsorrel in 1891, the son of Eli and Annie Breed. Walter was 
one of six children and in 1901 the family was living at 44 King Street, Sileby, his father 
listed as a newsagent. The family were still in King Street in 1911 with Walter working in a 
shoe factory with his role of ‘cutting out’. By 1913 the family had moved to 7 King Street 
where Eli continued his newsagents business. 
 
Walter joined up at Leicester on a Short Service attestation at the beginning of the war on 
the 3rd September 1914. He was posted into the 8th Battalion of the Leicestershire 
Regiment, training and on standby until mobilised fully on the 29th July 1915. He spent a 
year on campaign in France until he received a gunshot wound to the arm on the 25th 
September 2016 and went back home on the 30th September.  
 
By the 8th June 1917 he had returned to campaign in France with the Leicestershire 
Regiment; firstly with the 11th Battalion, then later in October to the 1st/5th.  He was granted 
leave from the 2nd to the 16th February 1918, but on returning to the front was fatally 
wounded on the 18th March, sustaining serious gunshot wounds to the chest. Walter died 
at the Number 1 Casualty Clearing Station at Chocques three days later. His personal 
effects were returned to his family, which included photographs, cards, books and some 
souvenirs including a German buckle and some defaced bank notes. He was 26 years old 
and unmarried.  
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Breed’s Newsagents, 7 Brook Street, Sileby 
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George O. Buxton 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 2398,  
Leicestershire Regiment 40700 

 

 
 

Born: 1897(?) in Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 24th March 1918 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Pozieres Memorial, Ovillers-L Boisselle, Somme, France (Panel 29 and 30) 
• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 

• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 
 
In 1897 George Oliver Buxton was born at Sileby to Oliver and Sarah Jane Buxton and was 
registered in early 1898. He was one of at least twelve children. The family initially lived in a 
cottage on Cossington Road before moving to 7 Avenue Road where they were still living in 
1911. Oliver Buxton was a stationary engine driver at one of the brickworks whilst George 
was working as a boot riveter at a local shoe factory. 
 
George Oliver enlisted at Mountsorrel on the 23rd September 1914, giving his age as 17 
years 8 months. He seemed to have lied about his age to join up: he may have been only 5 
foot 3 inches high but he was determined to fight! He joined the 5th (Reserve) Battalion of 
the Leicestershire Regiment and was training and on ‘Home Service’ until he was 
mobilised.  On the 3rd September 1916 he was with the 1st/5th Battalion and was in France 
with them the following day. He was stood down and admitted to hospital with scabies on 
30th October 1916. He rejoined his battalion on the 8th November but was stood down again 
on the 2nd January 1917 this time having a gunshot wound to the neck. After a period of 
convalescence in hospital he was posted to the 6th Battalion where he took up his place in 
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the field on the 28th February 1917. He was missing, presumed killed in action around 
Hardacourt on the 24th March 1918 at the Somme. He was aged 20 and unmarried.  
 
 

7 Avenue Road, Sileby
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Thomas (Tom) Carvill 
(Rifleman) 

Kings Royal Rifle Corps 6238 
 

Born: Late 1886 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 15th April 1919 

 
Buried at Theux Communal Cemetery, Theux, Belgium (Grave 3) 

 
Commemorated at : 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby  

• Methodist Church, King Street, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
Thomas Carvill or Carvell was born at Sileby in the autumn/winter of 1886, the son of 
George and Emily Carvill. He was one of eleven children and was the eldest son. His father 
worked as a bricklayer’s labourer and later as a clay miner at Ellis’s limeworks. They lived 
in a small house at 64 King Street. Tom was a labourer like his father but he decided to 
become a regular soldier. 
 
Thomas enlisted into the Kings Royal Rifles Corps as a Rifleman at Leicester on the 3rd 
January 1905. He was 5 foot 7¾ inches high with brown hair, hazel eyes and a sallow 
complexion. His military career went well with two Good Conduct badges being achieved 
in 1907 and 1910. In 1913 he extended his period of service in the Corps until 1917. A 
testimonial written at this time describes him as a “thoroughly reliable, honest and 
hardworking man, very willing and intelligent, a thoroughly trustworthy man.”  
 
On the 12th August 1914 the Corps was sent into France to fight as part of the British 
Expeditionary Force. He was employed as a servant to Captain G J Acland-Troyte. He 
returned home on the 19th December until the 12th January 1915 when he rejoined the 
Corps in the field. Just before he left he married Mary Hannah Briers at Quorn Parish 
Church on the 7th January 1915. On arrival back in France he was re-employed as a servant 
again under the newly promoted Lieutenant Colonel Acland-Troyte of the 21st Infantry 
Division. When his service ended in 1917 he was immediately retained under the terms of 
the 1916 Military Act. After July 1918 he spent the rest of the war in service although the 
nature of this service is not known. From the 23rd December 1918 until the 8th January 1919 
he spent his last time on leave before rejoining the Corps for one last time. He died on the 
25th April 1919, reason unknown, possibly of influenza. He was 33, left a widow but no 
children. His widow would later leave the district and live at Newport on the Isle of Wight.   
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James Chawner 
(Able Seaman) 

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve Z/4441 
 

Born: 5th August 1894 at Leicester 
Died: 17th February 1919 

 
Buried at Haslar Royal Naval Cemetery, Gosport, Hampshire. (Plot E, Row 38, Grave 17) 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

 
James Chawner was born at Leicester on the 5th August 1894. He was the youngest child of 
eleven children born to Thomas Chawner, a shoe laster in the boot trade, and Emma his 
wife. In 1901 the family were living in Green Lane Road, Leicester but had moved to 24 The 
Banks in Sileby by 1911. The census of that year shows a 17 year old James employed in a 
shoe factory as a shoe finisher.  
 
James enlisted in the Navy for the Bristol Division on the 11th October 1915. From May 1916 
until 28th September that year his service was conducted on naval gun training vessels: 
Victory VI, Victory I and the Excellent. From the 29th September 1916 until the 25th 
September 1918 he served on the President III. His stint ended on the President III when he 
was sent to the cells for 14 days. When he rejoined he was posted to the Victory X from the 
10th October 1918 until his untimely death. He died of pneumonia on the 17th February 
1919 at Haslar Hospital, Gosport and buried in the local graveyard there. He was 24 years 
old and unmarried.   
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24 The Banks, Sileby  
(house to the left of the downpipe, labelled A) 
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Sidney Clarke 
(Private) 

South Staffordshire Regiment 42269 
 

Born: 20th November 1898 at Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 21st March 1918 

 
Commemorated at : 

• Arras Memorial, Arras Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France (Bay 6 Course F, Stone 
15) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

• Methodist Church, King Street, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
Sidney Clarke was born on the 20th November 1898 and baptised on Christmas Day 
1898 at Sileby Parish Church. His parents were Thomas Clarke, a shoe finisher and 
Isabella. Both his parents were married previously and children from these marriages 
feature in the family home at 5 Swan Street in the 1901 and 1911 census returns. Sidney 
was the youngest child and was still at school in 1911. His father Thomas was 
bandmaster of the Sileby Town Band and Sidney was also a member. 
 
It is unknown when or where Sidney enlisted and with which regiment. The only record 
surviving is that of his death fighting with the 2nd/6th South Staffordshire Regiment. He 
was reported missing, presumed dead on the 21st March 1918 and is commemorated at 
the Arras memorial. He was unmarried and 20 years of age. 
 

 
5 Swan Street, Sileby 
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William Clarke 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 38522 
East Lancashire Regiment 30054 

 
Born: 24th June 1879 at Sileby, Leicestershire 

Died: 9th October 1917 
 

Buried at Tyne Cot British Cemetery, Zonnebeke, West Vlaanderen (Plot 16, Row A, 
Grave 18) 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

• Methodist Church, King Street, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
William Clarke was born in Sileby on the 24th June 1879, the son of George and Mary Ann 
Clarke. George was listed as a framework knitter of stockings and the family lived in a 
cottage on King Street. William was the youngest child of six children living at the 
property in 1891. Like many others in the village William was employed in the shoe 
trade, his role being a shoe finisher. William married Clara Smith in 1909 and set up 
home at 30 Swan Street around 1911. Here he is listed as an insurance agent. They 
moved to 68 King Street in 1914. 
 
Little is known about the precise details of William’s war service. No enlistment papers 
have been found but he probably joined the Leicestershire Regiment. He was later 
posted to the East Lancashire Regiment where he joined the 2nd/5th Battalion. He was 
reported missing in early October 1917, later changed to killed in action. At his death 
William was aged 40.      
 
In April 1918 the Sileby Parish Church Magazine adds,  
“Clarke was, up to the time of his enlistment, a member of the Church Choir, and the 
drummer in the Town Silver Band. Pte. Clarke had been missing for five months, and 
now a report from the War Office, notifying his death which occurred on October 9th, 
1917, has been received. The report is to the effect that he was killed in action or died of 
wounds, and that his burial has been reported by the 50th Divisional Burial Office.”  
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68 King Street, Sileby 
(to the right of the gable ended building on the left, labelled A) 
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George W Clarridge 
(Private) 

Leicestershire Regiment 202467 
 

Born: 1898 in Leicester 
Died: 8th June 1917 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Arras Memorial, Arras Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France  
(Bay 5, Course F, Stone 4) 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

• Methodist Church, King Street, Sileby 
• Working Men’s Club, Sileby 

 
 
George William Clarridge was baptised at St Marks Church, Leicester on the 3rd April 
1898 having probably been born earlier that year. His parents, James and Ellen lived at 
64 Blandon Street, Leicester. In 1901 they had moved to 37 Holden Street with James 
listed as a Shoe Finisher. Sometime after 1909 the family had moved to 60 King Street, 
Sileby. They are shown here in 1911 with James having secured the position of Boot 
factory manager at Brays and living with his wife and seven children. George had 
followed his father into the trade and was working as a Shoe Finisher. In 1913 they 
moved again, this time further up the road to 10 King Street, where the family also ran a 
shop. 
 
George William’s war papers have not survived, and it is difficult to piece together 
details of his service record. He had enlisted in Loughborough probably in 1916 and 
later joined the 1st/5th Battalion of the Leicestershire Regiment. He was reported 
missing, presumed killed in action on the 8th June 1917 during the Battle of Lens. He 
was only 19 years of age and unmarried.     
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10 King Street, Sileby  

(to the left of the road sign), now the site of Heaps Hardware 
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Francis Frederick Condon 
(Guardsman) 

Grenadier Guards 28370 
 

Born: 1880 in Sileby, Leicestershire 
Died: 21st September 1917 

 
Buried at Canada Farm Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium (Plot III, Row C, Grave 20) 

 
Commemorated at: 

• Sileby War Memorial, Memorial Park, Sileby 
• St Mary’s Parish Church, Sileby 

 
Francis Frederick Condon, known as Fred, was born in Sileby in 1880, the son of 
Absolom Condon, a framework knitter and Harriet his wife. He was one of four children 
born to the couple and the family lived on Cossington Road. His father Absolom and 
elder brother Ernest became Market Gardeners before 1900, but Fred followed his own 
path being listed as a Painter in the 1901 census. In 1907 he married Mabel Adams at 
Loughborough and set up home on Cossington Road. He had become a Market 
Gardener around this period, establishing a business with his elder brother Ernest. By 
1910 the business had expanded, the initial seven or so acres of garden ground off 
Cossington Road was supplemented with eight acres of arable land off Ratcliffe Road 
which was purchased the year before. Mabel died suddenly aged 26 and was buried at 
Sileby Cemetery on 28th July 1911. After this, Frederick moved back to live with his 
mother and brother at 213 Cossington Road.  
 
Fred Condon’s war papers have not been found, so little is known of his war service. He 
enlisted at Glen Parva in December 1916 and joined the fighting in France in June 1917. 
He died of his wounds in late September 1917 fighting with the 3rd Battalion of the 
Grenadier Guards. He died a widower, aged 37.  
 
The November 1917 edition of Sileby Parish Church magazine reports, 
 “Pte. Fred Condon, Grenadier Guards, died of wounds received in action on Sept. 21st. 
He was called up just before Christmas, and drafted to France in June. We feel his loss 
very keenly, for when called up he was one of our wardens, and had always been an 
active worker for, and a loyal supporter of the church. When on draft leave he was in his 
accustomed place at church on Sunday, and received the Holy Communion. The 
Chaplain writes that during the time he was in France he was a regular communicant, 
and led a consistent life.” 
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213 Cossington Road, Sileby 

 
 
 
 


